
by Martha Fisher

On May 9, the “Plant New Ideas” environmental fair cel-
ebrated the 20th birthday of Westerly School’s Outdoor 
Science Lab, a natural habitat in the center of the school 

and a certified National Wildlife Site. The students in my third-
grade class received a grant from Bay Education Foundation and 
support from Westerly’s PTA to create, organize and implement 
the birthday party for the Outdoor Science Lab.

The students stayed after school once a week since the 
beginning of January to prepare their activities: stations with 

games, puzzles and interactive events. The students had relay 
races with bees gathering pollen and nectar and another race 
acting out the different stages of a butterfly’s metamorphosis. 
The Bee Master Challenge focused on fact and fiction about 
bees. Large scale posters of the Outdoor Science Lab were cut 
into smaller shapes to be reassembled. A scavenger hunt in the 
Outdoor Science Lab had participants matching photos of the 
plants with the growing plants in the Lab. The students planted 
terrariums to sell. A display with melting ice demonstrated 
the plight of the polar bears’ shrinking habitat. The students 
manned the different stations.

by Kathy Luengo

The first official observance of Memorial Day, also known 
as “Decoration Day” occurred May 30, 1868, at Arlington 
National Cemetery where graves of fallen Union and 

Confederate soldiers were decorated with flowers. Memorial 
Day was observed on May 30 for more than a century.

A change came in 1971 when the Uniform Monday Holi-
day Act took effect. Memorial Day was among several federal 
holidays assigned to specific Mondays instead of traditional 
dates. The longer weekends benefitted government employees.

On May 26, the last Monday of May, area residents will visit 
cemeteries to remember their own.

Proponents of the traditional May 30 date felt the three-
day “holiday weekend” diminished the solemnity of the single 
day set aside for remembering soldiers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice; legislation to restore the original Memorial Day went 
nowhere.
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by Lysa stanton

The Westlake Historical Society is 
excited to present the very popular 
Evergreen Cemetery Walk. The event 

will be held this year on Saturday, May 17, 
1-3 p.m.

Join longtime residents portrayed by 
historical society members and volunteers 
as they help the cemetery, located on Center 
Ridge Road between Porter and Crocker, to 
come alive. Those wishing to attend, please 
meet under the Evergreen arch at 1 p.m. 
Tours will begin with the laying of a wreath 
at the entrance to the cemetery. It will end 
at the 200-year-old Moses Cleaveland Tree 
in the back of the cemetery, with refresh-
ments. There is no cost for this community 
event, but your donations to continue the 
work of the Westlake Historical Society are 
appreciated.

Join us as we re-enact early Dover Town-
ship citizens during the living history tour. 
Along the way, you will meet Leverett John-
son, considered the first settler of Westlake, 
as he cleared this land in south Dover. He 
built a log cabin at Porter and Center Ridge 
roads for himself and wife, Abigail, in 1814. 
He is buried at Evergreen, which consists of 
his donated land.

Also on the tour is Leonard Porter (1806-
1884), who donated his personal collection 
of books and funds to establish what we 
know today as Westlake Porter Public Library.

The tour also features Walter Clague, 
whose family homestead was deeded to the 
community in 1926, as well as many other 
prominent past citizens. The cemetery tour 
is a wonderful way to honor those who have 
gone before us and who played a part in our 
rich history.

Please wear comfortable shoes. Parking 
is available in the soccer field parking lot just 
east of the cemetery. 
For more information 
please contact the West-
lake Historical Society 
at 440-808-1961. 

WWaC officers Patt Long and Betty Lou Curatolo  
listen as state rep. nan Baker praises the work of 
the arts council at the april 27 fundraising event.
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Evergreen Cemetery 
Walk on May 17

WEstlakE historiCal soCiEty

Tour guides recount Westlake’s history 
during a previous cemetery walk.

How great a sacrifice?
MEMORIAL DAY

by Louise seehoLzer

Expectations of sharing 
an Italian feast in the 
company of friends and 

others, who value the commit-
ment of the Westlake-Westshore 
Arts Council to promote art for 
the future, drew enough people 
to fill Daddona’s Fine Ital-
ian Restaurant for the second 
annual “Festa di Primavera” on 
April 27. 

Conversation, laughter 
and good food were seasoned 
with raffles and auctions of 
unique and artistic items that 
drew interest and friendly 
competition. But the primary 
benefactor was the WWAC arts 
scholarship fund. The proceeds 
from the group’s 30th Anniver-
sary Year fundraiser benefit the 
Council’s Student Arts Scholar-
ship Endowment Fund.

WWaC Festa spawns fun, connections, scholarship funds

 » see arts CounCiL page 4

Bay Village children’s librarian anne Lynch leads a trio of Westerly students in a hands-on experiment 
demonstrating a principle of air pressure.

Westerly fair teaches environmental science
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      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer 
is a hyperlocal community newspaper 
and website written by,  for and about 
the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information 
about topics and events in our community. 
The mission of the Westlake | Bay 
Village Observer is to inform,  involve 
and energize the community through 
citizen participation of 600+ community 
volunteers.

      The views and opinions expressed in this 
publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views and opinions of the Westlake | Bay 
Village Observer staff.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? 
We’d love to hear from you! Here are some 
guidelines to keep in mind when writing for 
the Observer:
•	Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or 

Bay Village is encouraged to contribute. 
•	Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
•	Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 

megabytes in size. 
•	Submit original stories and photos. Don’t 

copy others’ work and remember to credit 
your sources.

•	Review our Observer FAQs on our website 
at: wbvobserver.com

•	Ask questions! We’re here to help you at 
every step along the way. Don’t hesitate to 
come to us for advice or help with topics,  
content or the submission process. Staff 
contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member 
Center at wbvobserver.com/members to 
submit your stories, photos and events.       
All content should be submitted through the 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may 
be sent to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please 
include full contact information. 

PrOductiOn Office
451 Queenswood Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

440-409-0114		•	Fax	440-409-0118

Copyright ©2014 The Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer. All rights reserved. 

Any reproduction is forbidden without 
written permission.
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5 YEARS
of CITIZEN 
JOURNALISM Volunteers have 

joined the Observer 646
Ohio School Boards Association
MediA HOnOr rOll 2013

  

MEMORIAL DAY 
from front page
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LEPRECHAUNLEPRECHAUN
LOCO HOUR EVERY DAY! 
11:00 am - 7 pm : $1.50 Drafts 
$2 Bottles • $2.50 Well Drinks

Best Corned Beef and Burgers In Town!

24545 CENTER RIDGE RD. (between Clague & Columbia Rd.) 440-250-LOCO (5626)

10% OFF 
Your Check

Dine-In Only. Not valid with 
other coupons or discounted items. 

Expires May 28, 2014 (OBS)

Mexican Monday $1 Beef Tacos 
$2 chicken Tacos,  $2.50 Fish Tacos

Tuesday any Half Pound Menu Burger $5
Wednesday chicken Paprikash Lunch 

$5.99 dinner $7.99

THursday Jumbo Wings 49 cents
Friday Fish Fry Lake erie Perch $10.95

Handmade Pierogies $9.95
CHEF OPERATED KITCHEN -  

Open Everyday to 2am

Their argument makes sense. The 
long May weekend is touted as the first 
weekend of summer fun and popular-
ized by major retail events.

Understandably, weary American 
workers benefit from combined time off 
to have fun, relax, and maybe catch up 
with yard work. Whatever their pleasure, 
the freedom of choice is theirs.  

Those who marked Memorial Day 
before 1971 lived in simpler times. This 
was a time when there was generally 
more respect for people and property. 
On warm summer nights windows were 
generally left open. It was glorious to 
fall asleep to the lullaby of nature’s noc-
turnal chorus and moonlight peering 
through the window. At times just screen 
doors were locked, admitting only fresh 
breezes. 

Older area residents learned about 
civics, social responsibility and good 
manners. While Northeastern Ohioans 
are noted for their generosity, extending 
everyday kindness doesn’t necessarily 
require a “cause.”

In years preceding the information 
age, qualified people who wanted jobs 
could usually find them. Child’s play 
was imaginative, and young people 
passed more time outside. Weekends 
were family time. A Sunday hike in the 
Metroparks or country drive was a treat. 
Youth were attracted to scouting, which 
teaches self-reliance, practical skills and 

citizenship. Heroes represented good, 
and villains, evil.

People now grapple with the con-
sequences of the same technology that 
cost them their jobs. Public discussion 
regarding misuse of social media and 
negative influence of graphic violence in 
motion pictures and digital gaming has 
failed to diminish their overwhelming 
popularity. Times appear to be changing 
in a rather unsettling way.

On May 26, flags will be displayed 
on homes, in yards, and along parade 
routes. Westlake and Bay Village will host 
parades and patriotic ceremonies that 

include wreath laying, the playing of taps 
and 3-volley salutes. Although deeply 
symbolic, Memorial Day services attract 
fewer participants than does Indepen-
dence Day, including times when July 
Fourth falls midweek. Nevertheless, both 
holidays are important reminders of what 
it means to be a part of this great nation.

Simpler times fostered the lifestyle 
that our heroes fought to preserve and 
protect. What better way to honor our 
fallen than by serving our communities, 
being responsible citizens, and setting a 
good example for others to follow? That’s 
not too much to sacrifice. 

these sousaphones at rest in Clague Park will sound again with stirring 
patriotic tunes by the composer whose name they bear paying tribute to our 
nation’s soliders.

In addition, the students 
invited community groups to 
join the party. Visitors to the 
party sampled fresh fruit from 
the Green Team and learned 
how to compost it. The Village 
Bicycle Cooperative allowed 
visitors to take apart bicycles 
for recycling. Bay Library had 
several hands-on science 
experiments from osmosis to 
water friction. 

Bay Garden Club shared 
their expertise of seeds and 
perennials. Environmen-
tal Management Special-
ists allowed visitors to try 
on equipment that is used 
when cleaning up toxic spills. 
Lake Erie Nature and Sci-
ence Center brought along 
a possum, owl and snake as 
well as several activities.

Happy birthday, Outdoor 
Science Lab! May you contin-
ue to flourish with beauty and 
knowledge for all the students 
and community. 

WESTERLY  
from front page

 Lamp Repair - Reasonable Rates
“Let me brighten up your day”

FLOOR LAMPS, TABLE LAMPS,
DESK LAMPS, WALL SCONCES

Ray the Lamp Guy

Lifelong Bay resident • Retired school bus driver

440-871-4389

Warren remein and Brenda o’reilly from the Bay Village green team teach students 
about composting at Westerly’s Plant new ideas environmental fair on May 9.

Westerly students work on a scavenger 
hunt in the outdoor science Lab.

a possum from Lake erie nature & science 
Center was a big hit.
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Be seen in 30 minutes or less.
When you’re hurt, sick or just not feeling well, the last thing you 
want to do is wait in an emergency room. That’s why St. John 
Medical Center has the 30-Minute Emergency Pledge. This means, 
you will be seen by a member of our caring team of emergency 
room professionals within 30 minutes. 
 

In addition, we offer the highest quality emergency care including:

•  Level III Trauma Center

•  Accredited Chest Pain Center

•  Pediatric Emergency Services, affiliated with UH Rainbow 

   Babies & Children’s Hospital

•  Primary Stroke Center

•  All services backed by a full-service medical center
 
St. John Medical Center pledges to provide you and your family 
with fast, efficient, high quality, and compassionate care.
 
All within 30 minutes. Why wait somewhere else?     

S T J O H N M E D I C A L C E N T E R . N E T

On Facebook: facebook.com/StJohnMedicalCenter
On Twitter: @SJMConline
On Pinterest: pinterest.com/SJMConline1
On YouTube: youtube.com/SJMConline

Follow Us!

MINUTE

PLEDGE
EMERGENCY

3030

Check in for your requested 
emergency treatment time from 
the comfort of your own home.

Visit

stjohnmedicalcenter.net

{ Emergency Services 
backed by a full-service 

medical center close to home. { 
One of the 

Top Ten Safest Hospitals 
in The U.S.
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605 Bradley Road, Bay Village | (440) 871-4509 | www.BBHC.net 

Spring is the time of new beginnings… Enjoy yours in Bradley Bay’s Assisted Living 

Announcing Special Pricing on a select number of available apartments! 

Prices reduced by 25% for your 1st Four Months! 
Month to month rentals and no application fee!

Call Lori today for your personal tour (440) 871-4509 

Our well-appointed apartments offer: 
Emergency call alarms in every room 
A kitchenette with refrigerator/freezer 
Large walk in showers 

Our services include: 
Nurses and personal care assistants to meet your 

individual needs 
3 delicious meals, transportation, housekeeping 

and laundry 
Daily activities, including religious services

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

Fairview Park 

Lakewood 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962.

by PhiL LaLLy, freshman at Bay high School

Have you ever done community service to help 
those less fortunate than you? In honor of 
Father Theodore Hesburgh, president of the 

University of Notre Dame from 1952 to 1987, May is 
observed by many as a month of service.

Prior to his appointment as university president, 
Hesburgh became a priest, fulfilling a dream he had 
maintained his entire life. He studied in Rome, but was 
eventually forced to leave due to the outbreak of World 
War II. While in office at Notre Dame, Hesburgh vastly 
improved the university, raising budget, endowment, 
and research funds each by over $150 million. He served 
on the U.S. Civil Rights Commission from 1957 to 1972, 
and led many integration rallies over that time.

For his 90th birthday in 2007, the University of Notre 

Dame decided to celebrate Father Hesburgh in a special 
way: by observing the month of May as a month of service 
in his honor. The idea was embraced and has inspired 
many to perform community service. In 2010, nearly 275 
clubs and 4,600 people participated in service to help 
those in need.

Because community service is not very prevalent 
these days, I personally believe that many of us often 
overlook the problems we see around us, and that we 
should help those in need as often as possible. Even 
the smallest acts of kindness and volunteering are 
greatly appreciated. Opportunity is endless: be it with 
churches, clubs or any kind of organization. In the 
spirit of Hesburgh’s Month of Service, we should all 
help out in our community throughout the month of 
May and beyond, as it is greatly appreciated by all those 
in need. 

Give back during Hesburgh’s month of service

Father hesburgh and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at a 
1964 civil rights rally held in Chicago.
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by LinDsay rinehart

Normandy Elementary students and staff have 
been rerouting their apple cores, banana peels 
and orange rinds for the past eight months to 

make compost for your garden! Last year, thanks to a 
grant from The Village Foundation, Normandy pur-
chased a 209-gallon composter. Students and staff place 
their fruit and vegetable scraps in small green buckets 
which are located throughout the school.

At the end of each day, a staff member empties the 
buckets into the large composter and gives it a turn to 
allow for mixing and air flow. In the fall, the students 
collected brown leaves to add to the composter to help 
balance the greens and browns which are necessary for 
making compost.

Staff and students at Normandy compost approxi-
mately 10 pounds of food scraps each day, which pre-
vents nearly 1,500 pounds of waste each year from 
going into conventional garbage cans.

If you would like some of this nutrient rich compost 
for your garden, you are welcome to come to Normandy 
to pick it up. Bring a shovel and a bucket to transport it 
back to your house. The compost will be near the north-
east side of the parking lot, in the grassy area behind the 
dumpster.

Compost will be available on a first come, first serve 
basis, starting on May 24 and ending on June 2. 

Normandy Elementary 
spins lunch scraps into 
organic gold

normandy students tyler yohman and grahm Conway stand 
near normandy’s 209-gallon composter. 

ARTS COUNCIL  
from front page

Ph
O

TO
S 

BY
 L

In
d

SA
Y

 R
In

Eh
A

R
T

Betty Lou Curatolo, WWAC 1st vice 
president, said this year’s event placed 
the group about 65 percent toward the 
$10,000 goal. When the scholarship 
fund was created, the WWAC stated, 
“The first goal of the W-WAC Arts 
Scholarship fund is to raise the $10,000 
necessary to endow the project, so that 
it can be administered, promoted and 
managed by the Cleveland Founda-
tion. Once that amount of capital is 
raised, the W-WAC can begin award-
ing yearly scholarships at the board’s 
discretion.” 

The WWAC’s goal of funding mon-
etary scholarships for students pursu-
ing a higher education in the arts is the 
focus of their 30th anniversary year. 
Anyone interested in contributing to 
the WWAC Student Arts Scholarship 
Endowment Fund can mail contribu-
tions of any amount to Westlake-West-
shore Arts Council, P.O. Box 45189, 
Westlake, OH, 44145. 
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by JeFF Bing

“Remember May 8 on ESPN screens,
The Browns draft a player who knows what winning means.

It made fans all happy; and Jimmy knew it would,
Farmer picked a QB whom he thought would be good.

Will he work out? Only time will tell,
But the Browns bet their future on Johnny Manziel.”

Go Go Go Johnny Go
Go Go

Johnny Manziel

You’ve got to love Browns fans. No, really. Especially, 
every year at draft time. Year after year, GM after GM, owner 
after owner, failure after failure, Browns fans always choose to 
believe that the guys in charge will finally get it right, this time.  

Somehow, though, the Browns have shown an uncannily 
consistent ability to screw things up, and in epic proportions, 
in spite of the odds. It’s the one constant we can count on. 
How in the name of Mike Junkin do the Browns fans maintain 
their sanity?

“He’ll run around a lot to avoid a sack,
So Browns fans won’t ask Jimmy for their money back.

Johnny plays the game as if he’s not afraid,
Should stay in the pocket but at times he’s strayed.

His maneuvers simply cause some fans to say,
‘Johnny, you can’t run around back there all day’.”

Go Go
Go Johnny Go

Go Go
Johnny Manziel

Certainly, we all know you can’t rate a draft for a couple of 
years; sometimes even longer. Well, except in the case of the 
Browns, because most of their draft picks are obvious flops by 
the end of year one. The thing is, a first-rounder should be an 
impact player, hands down. I should probably be a little more 
specific: impact in a positive way.

How many of the Browns draftees have had a significant 
impact on the league? Last year we drafted Barkevious Mingo 
with the sixth pick. He basically disappeared after six games. 
The Browns, as usual, are “hopeful” which, loosely translated, 
means they’re trying to save face by not voicing their disap-
pointment. And, let’s not even begin a discussion about Trent 
Richardson or Brandon Weeden the year before, okay? I could 
go back further, but what’s the point?

“The Browns drafted Johnny to be ‘the man’,
Endearing him to every local football fan.
Many people coming from miles around,

Hoping he’ll spark a rally when the team is down.
But if an opposing lineman gets you in his sights,

We’ll be talking next year’s draft that night!”
Go Go

Go Johnny Go
Go Go

Johnny Manziel

So it won’t be long before “Johnny Football” headlines 
another Browns season. The Browns sold more than 2,000 
season tickets in a few hours following his selection, so he’s 
already paid off in terms of hype. Now he just has to do it on 
the field. So, please, on behalf of Browns fans everywhere, 
Johnny, be good. 

Johnny (had better) B. Goode
sporting viEWs

by JoyCe sanDy

Spring has really just begun, but the 
Bay Village Branch Library is thinking 
summer! That’s right –we’re all set to 

go with programs for all ages and interests to 
keep everyone reading and having fun.

The Teen department will start us off on 
Tuesday, June 3, at 3:30 p.m. with Skunk Haven 
for teens and their families. Renee Pearlstein 
will talk about domestic and wild skunks. Then 
join us on Saturday, June 7, from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. for the Summer Reading Kick Off party! 
There will be crafts at 11 a.m., Celebrity Read-
ers at noon, pizza at 1 p.m., and the Bubble 
Lady will present a program at 2 p.m.

The theme for the reading game this year 
is READ. Yes, it’s that simple. Just READ! Reg-
ister and play online, and log your hours read 
online – this year you don’t have to keep track 
of a big game board! Registration prizes of 
a Chipotle meal or a scoop of Mitchell’s ice 
cream will be given out while supplies last. 
Mark in every 30 minutes you read, and you’ll 
receive an entry ticket for every two hours you 
read to attend an author event. After you’ve 
read 20 hours, you will have earned a free book 
to choose and keep.

Reading during the summer is so impor-
tant for school children to prevent the Summer 
Slide and to retain the strides in reading they 
made during the school year. Registration has 
already begun so get registered and be ready to 
go on June 7! The game ends on Aug. 16, and 
we’ll have a wrap party on that day at 2 p.m. 
Join us to chalk the walk, tie dye a shirt, and 
enjoy a cool treat.

Storytimes will begin again the week of 
June 2 – please check the flyer or cuyahogali-
brary.org for the changes in storytime names 
and times. All storytimes will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
except for Thursday at 11 a.m., and Wednesday 
evening at 6:45. Please join us for stories and 
songs and a fun way to start your day! Book 
discussions for all ages, science programs, 
storytimes and art programs are all lined up 
for the summer and we can’t wait to get them 
started! Please join us and most importantly 
of all – READ!

The library will be closed Saturday, May 
24, through Monday, May 26, in observance of 
Memorial Day. 

reaD at the Bay 
Village Library!

bay villagE branCh library

by sharon FeDor

Unity Spiritual Center is honored 
to have Amma’s sacred purpose 
and program of love and peace 

come to Westlake this June.
Some messages we have heard in 

childhood may persist all of our lives, 
like “Mother knows best.” Or “Finish your 
vegetables, they’re good for you.” Or the 
central message of the Hippie movement 
– “Peace and love.” What if all those same 
messages could be experienced and 
understood today in greater depth, with 
more powerful meaning, in truer spiri-
tuality, in the form of a spiritual being, 
known by her followers as “the Mother 

of Compassion?”
Many words from India have seeped 

into the English language such as Yoga, 
karma, satsung and avatar. In Hinduism, 
an avatar is defined as a deliberate descent 
of a deity to earth. This aptly describes 
Amma Sri Karunamayi, revered by many 
as the embodiment of Divine Motherly 
Love due to the generous outpouring of 
affection and love she showers uncondi-
tionally on people, plants and animals.

Unity Spiritual Center is honored to 
have Amma’s sacred purpose and pro-
gram of love and peace come to Westlake 
this June.

Amma’s childhood and early years 
are likely much different than yours or 

mine. Born in South India, her astrologi-
cal chart told of how she would dedicate 
her life to helping humanity. In childhood 
she would seclude herself and meditate 
for weeks or months at a time. At 21, she 
told her mother it was time to depart into 
seclusion, and so she traveled on foot to 
the remote Penusila Forest.

Here she would meditate for weeks 
or months at a time, staying for 12 years. 
In 1995 Amma expanded from India to 
the United States where she brings her 
message of comfort and spiritual guid-
ance, dedicating herself to removing 
suffering from the hearts of her chil-
dren through programs, education and 
retreats. 

Amma (whose name means mother) 
will bring her program to Unity Spiri-
tual Center, 23855 Detroit Road, on June 
13 and 14. Friday, June 13, is Individual 
Blessing Day, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Share 
the concerns of your heart with her, bring 

an item or photo to bless. This program 
is free and all are welcome.

Saturday, June 14, is a Silent Medi-
tation Retreat, complete with Yoga, 
Ayurveda and meditation, choice of full 
or half-day options. The full-day retreat 
is $100, half-day $60 if booked before 
June 4. Registration is required; call Bob 
at 216-374-3493, email kerock58@cox.
net or visit karunamayi.org and click on 
World Tour.

On Sunday, June 15, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
a Sacred Fire Ceremony including lunch 
will be held a private residence at 187 
Windbrook Drive in Elyria. This is a 
free public program but donations are 
accepted. Come rid yourself of negative 
karma by the Havana fire. 

Amma has established SMVA Trust, 
a nonprofit organization which has pro-
grams that provide, food, housing, cloth-
ing, education, medical treatments and 
clean water for thousands. 

‘Mother of Compassion’ brings 
world tour to Westlake

by Kristi Vaughn

Oftentimes our loved ones with dementia loose their 
ability to communicate with us the way they once 
did. This can make visiting difficult, since social 

visits consist of conversation. Below are some ideas you 
can try that don’t have to involve a lot of talking.

The Power of Touch: Humans are programmed to be 
caring and compassionate. We are made to give and receive 
touch. Studies show that touch increases endorphins in our 
brains.  Gently rubbing your loved one’s shoulders or hold-
ing her hand can bring comfort and security to someone 
with dementia. Just knowing that you are there and that 
you care is sometimes makes all the difference in their life.

The Power of Smell: Isn’t it amazing how the smell of 

freshly cut grass or something cooking can evoke feelings 
and memories of times long ago? Many times someone 
with dementia can retain long-term memories from their 
youth and these scents can trigger them. Bringing things 
such as freshly baked bread, a vase of flowers, and/or herbs 
from the garden are some examples. Essential oils can also 
be used to stimulate the senses. Dab a little on a piece of 
cloth and let your loved one take a whiff! 

The Power of Sight: I am a big fan of memory books. 
These can be made by using old photographs, newspaper 
clippings, etc. from your loved one’s past. It is always fun 
to look through during visits. Perhaps it will even stimulate 
some memories from your loved one that lead to some 
conversation. If not, it gives you something to talk about 
while flipping through the pages. 

Using senses to reach dementia patients
hEalth & WEllnEss
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by Donna WiLson

On Thursday, May 22, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at the Dwyer Center, 
300 Bryson Lane, there will be 

a Safety Fair sponsored by the city of 
Bay Village. Police chief Mark Spaetzel 
spearheaded the Safety Fair as a com-
munity outreach program to provide 
free information on organizations that 
provide assistance and activities within 
the city. 

“This will be a great opportunity 
for citizens of Bay to come together 
and gather safety information from 

many organizations,” Chief Spaetzel 
said. “There are plans to continue these 
events in the city to bring the commu-
nity closer.”

Representatives from local agen-
cies – including the Bay Village police 
and fire departments, Bay Family 
Services, the Westshore Enforcement 
Bureau, Cuyahoga County Animal 
Shelter, Cleveland Clinic, CERT, Amer-
ican Red Cross and Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources – will be on hand 
with information and materials.

Another of the participating orga-
nizations is Village Bicycle Coopera-

tive. VBC will be there to answer ques-
tions, provide information about the 
laws (which promote safer cycling) and 
brochures. VBC was instrumental this 
year in changing the biking ordinanc-
es for Bay Village which contribute 
to making Bay a better biking com-
munity. Patrick McGannon and Carl 
Gonzalez from VBC will be present to 
answer inquiries about these changes 
and other questions such as correct 
helmet and bike size.

Chief Spaetzel told me that the 
police department has donated 
many lost and unclaimed bikes to 

VBC. Free bike registration is avail-
able at the police department and 
VBC. Pat McGannon says about the 
ordinance changes: “The city’s bike 
registration, which Bay residents 
are encouraged to use, helps the 
police department find the owners 
of recovered bicycles.”

Could you pass a test on bike safety?  
Here are some sample questions:

Answer true or false.
1. Sidewalk riding is prohibited.
2. Parents must review all laws with 

their children.
3. Earphones may be worn in both ears.
4. Always ride against traffic.
5. Street riding is legal on all streets.

Come to the Safety Fair for answers 
to these questions and others. We look 
forward to seeing you and sharing the 
road with you. 

Village Bicycle Cooperative among local 
groups participating in May 22 safety fair

by Diane Frye

Longer days and warmer weather 
are here which means it’s time to 
get on your bike and ride. Gather 

the whole family together and join your 
friends and neighbors on Saturday, June 
14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the Village 
Project’s Project Pedal at Bay High School 
Memorial Stadium. It will do you a world 
of good – you’ll enhance your well-being 
by experiencing an exhilarating and 
scenic, fresh-air ride through our local 
community which benefits your mind 
and body.  As you pedal and participate, 
you’ll be having fun while helping to 
raise funds to continue the mission of 
Village Project. Good for the soul? Defi-
nitely. There are five rides to choose from, 
including:
•	 Pea Pod Pedal (2 and 3-year-olds) – a 

course of 100 yards on the Bay High 
track. Registration fee: $5.

•	 Sprout Route (6 and under) – a course 
of 400 yards on the Bay High track. 
Registration fee: $10.

•	 Cucumber Course (designed for those 
12 and under, but open to all ages) – 6 
miles through the western side of Bay 
Village. Registration fee: $15.

•	 Kale Trail (all ages) – 13 miles on a 
scenic tour of Bay Village. Registration 
fee: $25.

•	 Artichoke Adventure (all ages) – 25 
miles, including the scenic tour of Bay 
Village as well as additional pedaling 
through Avon Lake. Registration fee: $40.

The Village Project kitchen will pro-
vide a complimentary lunch for Kale Trail 
and Artichoke Adventure participants. 
Lunch is available to others at a nominal 
fee. Join in some healthy competition 
and help support Village Project by rais-
ing funds in addition to the registration 
fee. Compete individually or as a team to 
raise the most for this worthy organiza-
tion.Fundraising pages can be created 
when you register on the Village Project 
website, ourvillageproject.com. Prizes 
will be awarded for the top three indi-
vidual fundraisers and the top team.

The ride is fully supported with rest 
stops offering refreshments, bike mechan-
ics, medical and safety volunteers, and 
support vehicles. Babysitting will be avail-
able for children of registered riders.

Project Pedal is not just a bike ride – 
it’s a community event. Invite your family 
and friends to cheer you on as you cross 
the finish line and enjoy a full day of 

activities for all ages. There will be music 
from the School of Rock, as well as local 
choirs and musicians, a bicycle rodeo 
sponsored by Village Bicycle Coopera-
tive, sports challenges, mascot races, a 
dunk tank, silent and Chinese auctions, 
a 50/50 raffle, Mitchell’s ice cream, and 
plenty of food and refreshments.

Make it “a day in Bay.” Besides Proj-
ect Pedal, Bay Village is the location for a 
couple other events on June 14. BAYarts 
is hosting their Art & Music Festival from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., and the Bay Village Fire 
Department is hosting an open house 

from noon to 3 p.m. With so much to do, 
see and hear for the entire family, it is 
sure to be an enjoyable spring day in this 
lakeside community.

Don’t miss out.  Register today at 
www.ourvillageproject.com or pick up an 
application at Village Project headquar-
ters, 27378 W. Oviatt Road in Bay Village. 
The deadline to register is May 30.

Registration materials can be picked 
up on Wednesday, June 11, and Thurs-
day, June 12, from 4-8 p.m. at Buffalo Wild 
Wings, 32914 Walker Road in Avon Lake. 
The restaurant will offer a 20 percent dis-
count off food purchased during pick-up. 
Additionally, a variety of silent auction 
items will be available for bidding during 
registration pick-up. Winners of these 
items will be announced during the 1 p.m. 
Project Pedal presentation on June 14. It is 
not necessary to be present to win.

The mission of Village Project is “to 
come together as a community of all 
ages to provide nourishing meals and 
extended care and service to our neigh-
bors experiencing cancer.” More infor-
mation about this organization, which 
serves families in Bay Village, Avon Lake 
and Rocky River, can be found on the 
website or by calling 440-348-9401. 

Project Pedal a day of biking and fun for all ages

by PatriCK MCgannon

Challenge yourself to a healthier lifestyle this 
summer by joining Village Bicycle Cooperative in 
the 2014 National Bike Challenge. This free chal-

lenge takes place between May 1 and Sept. 30. This is not 
a fundraiser, but instead a fun way for participants to 
track their biked miles during the five-month challenge.  
Participants can even link approved smartphone exercise 
apps to their challenge accounts to automatically log 
miles for them. 

On top of the personal challenge to increase biking, 
local teams, local cities, and cities from around the coun-
try compete against each other. Your miles also let legis-
lators know that Americans are increasing their use of 
bicycles for transportation and recreation.

The annual challenge is not only a great way to track 
your biking miles and exercise, but also your gasoline sav-
ings, and reduction in carbon emissions. These stats are 
automatically calculated for you on the challenge website. 
At the end of the challenge, you might be surprised at how 
many miles you rack up, how much money you save in 

gasoline, and how much carbon you prevent 
from releasing into the atmosphere.

Last year, 64 communities in northeast 
Ohio participated in the National Bike Chal-
lenge. Of those communities, Bay Village scored 
the most points, earning it the No. 1 spot in 
our region. This was a result of 27 Bay Village 
participants logging 27,685 miles during the 
five-month challenge! We know that many 
more people biked in each participating city 
last summer, but their miles were not counted. 
Consider adding your miles to the challenge 
by joining today. A city’s total miles will auto-
matically be calculated based on the combined 
total of all participants that entered that city’s 
zip-code during signup.

Every mile counts, so don’t worry if you 
only bike a few miles a week. The challenge is 
for all types of bike riders, not just long-distance 
riders. Even though the challenge has already started, it 
is not too late to join because the site allows participants 
to log miles in the past.

Signing up and logging miles for the National Bike 
Challenge is quick and easy. Instructions for both can be 
found at challenge.villagebicycle.org. Contact patrick@
villagebicycle.org if you have any issues signing up. 

Challenge yourself to a healthier summer
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Join the mobile yoga
movement at the places you 
already love to go. 

Crocker Park 
38 Main St., 3rd Floor, Above Brio 
Wednesdays • 6 - 7 p.m. 
Sundays • 10 - 11 a.m.
 
BAYarts - Fuller House 
28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village
Wednesdays • 6:30 - 7:30 a.m. 
Saturdays • 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

SOULSTRETCH
cleveland’s mobile yoga studio

,LLC

Yoga
is where You are

For more info, visit:  
soulstretchmobileyoga.com

First class is FREE.
Drop in or register online.

Contact us to learn how we
can bring yoga to YOUR

neighborhood, church, corporate 
outing, school group, office,
special event and MORE!

* The FFL Benefits Checking Account requires a minimum balance of $50.00 to open. There is no monthly activity or maintenance fee charged for the 
account; however, you may incur fees for items listed on our Fee Schedule such as non-sufficient funds, overdrafts, or stop payments. The offer 
is limited to one FFL Benefits Checking Account per new customer. A new customer is identified as a customer who has not had a transactional 
account with First Federal Lakewood for the previous six months. The FFL Benefits Checking Account must be open when the reward is scheduled 
to be credited to the account. Additional requirements may be needed to participate in and or take advantage of some benefits. This promotional 
program will be offered from March 15, 2014 through May 31, 2014. First Federal Lakewood reserves the right to change and or discontinue this 
promotional offer at any time. Monetary rewards may be subject to IRS government reporting requirements. Reward payments expire 12 months 
after account opening.

1 A reward of $10.00 will be added to the account monthly when recurring direct deposits of $500.00 or more are made to your FFL Benefits 
Checking Account each month. The total of the recurring Direct Deposits will be based on a calendar month. Maximum benefit paid is $120.00.

2  You may also receive a $.10 reward per purchase transaction, up to $10.00 per statement cycle, made with your FFL Benefits Checking Account 
Debit Card. Maximum benefit paid is $120.00. 

3  Participation in the promotion requires you to enroll in Online banking and eStatements within 60 days of opening your new checking account. 
You will be awarded $10.00 to your FFL Benefits Checking Account after you receive your first eStatement.

As a community bank, we invest funds  
back into the community – and sometimes,  
directly into your wallet.
New checking account customers can earn:
• Up to $120 with recurring direct deposit1

• Up to $120 for using your FFL Debit Card2

• $10 for going paperless with FFL eStatements3

Just stop by one of our 18 branches, call (216) 529-2700 or  
visit FFL.net/benefitschecking to learn more.
But hurry – you can make that $250 last a while, but this offer expires May 31, 2014!

Get up to

$250
when you open a Benefits Checking
Account with direct deposit*

by Jean sMith

Spring is here and planning has begun for the 2014 
Westlake in Bloom Community Beautification 
Program. We will again showcase the beautiful 

landscaping and gardens of residences and businesses 
in Westlake. 

As in previous years, we anticipate many lovely 
gardens deserving of oohs and aahs, along with one or 
two spectacular gardens that really stand out. 

Westlake residents and business owners can enter 
their gardens in one of 21 categories, which will be 
judged in July and awards in each category will be pre-
sented at a ceremony on August 13 at LaCentre. Many 
photos of the winning gardens will be on display that 
evening. 

Entry forms can be downloaded from the city’s 

website at www.cityofwestlake.org and mailed to West-
lake in Bloom, City of Westlake, 27700 Hilliard Blvd., 
Westlake, OH 44145, or dropped off at the reception 
desk at Westlake City Hall. 

Entry forms are also available at any of these West-
lake garden centers: Cahoon Nursery, Dean’s Green-
house, Gale’s Westlake Garden Center, or Plant Crafters. 
Deadline for entries to be received is Friday, June 27, 
at 5 p.m. 

Every Hilliard Boulevard flower box, Evergreen 
Cemetery Memorial Fence garden, and Adopt-a-Bed 
garden will be entered automatically in the judging.

As the weather gets warmer and your garden plan-
ning progresses, please remember to pick up or print 
out an entry form and enter your garden in the 2014 
Westlake in Bloom Program. 

This just may be your year to win! 

greg Kolarik’s yard was awarded “Best in Bloom” as the overall first-place winner last year. 

It’s time to ‘bloom’ in Westlake
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by Pixie eMerson

Grace Harms and Aubrey Theobald from 
Bay High School and Nina June Ripich of 
St. Joseph Academy, all 2014 graduating 

seniors, were this year’s recipients of the Ruth 
Purdy-Leslie Scholarship Fund at BAYarts. All 
other applicants received a $50 gift certificate 
for Pat Catans/Prizm to purchase art supplies.

For the second year, seniors from northeast 
Ohio schools pursuing degrees in art-related 
fields were eligible for funds. Students were 
asked to discuss their goals and what inspired 
them artistically; creativity was encouraged.

The difficult task of picking only three recip-
ients was in the capable hands of Janet Purdy, 
daughter of Ruth Purdy-Leslie, former Bay Vil-
lage art teacher and namesake of the fund. The 
fund was created in Ruth’s memory by family, 
friends and former students in her true spirit: 
to encourage a lifetime of art.

In addition to scholarships for graduating 
seniors, the fund also provides need-based sup-
port for students grades K-12 to take BAYarts 
classes and provides monetary awards for BAY-
arts’ annual Youth Scholarship Exhibit. Informa-
tion on applying can be found online at bayarts.
net or by stopping into the main office at 28795 
Lake Road. Donations to the fund are tax deduct-
ible and can be made on BAYarts’ website. 

Annual Purdy 
scholarship 
winners named 
at BAYarts

bayarts
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17 years experience
Top 5% of realtors 
              nationwide

susanhaley@howardhanna.com
440.567.7261
“...living and working in Greater Cleveland”

ESTATE SERVICES
SUSAN HALEY
HOWARD HANNA REAL
SUSAN HALEY
HOWARD HANNA REAL ESTATE SERVICES
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INTING.COM

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and 

exterior painting  
since 1975

12108 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Call us at
216-529-0360 

for a Free 
Consultation!

Quality 
 Painting.

T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

RELIABILITY.
IT’S NOT JUST GETTING THE JOB DONE.
IT’S GETTING THE JOB DONE RIGHT.

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE
SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

RECEIVE  
UP TO A

$1,700 REBATE* 
with the purchase of a qualifying Lennox® home comfort system.

OR

OH Lic #16431
OFFER EXPIRES 6/13/2014.
*System rebate offers range from $300 to $1,700. See your local Lennox dealer for details. 
© 2014 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. One offer available per qualifying purchase.

Pittsburgh;Slife Heating & Cooling Inc;B05064;4.62x7.5-4c (B3)

For the dependable service  
and solutions you need — call 
Slife Heating & Cooling Inc.

Slife Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(216) 221-0310

13729  Madison Avenue
Lakewood, OH 44107

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net

Dealer-Reliability-4c-B3.indd   7 4/4/14   8:34 AM

by aMy BreDiger

Come one and come all to the Relay for Life of West-
shore in just a few short weeks! In case you are not 
clear what to expect at a Relay event, I would describe 

it as a carnival atmosphere. Of course our purpose is to ulti-
mately raise funds, but it is also a day stuffed with games, DJ, 
dunk tank, bounce house, movies and more.  

Relay is open to the public and we welcome you and 
your family to come have fun with us at our team tents, raffle, 
silent auction and enjoying food along with other activities. 
The reason these teams and tents exist is to entertain the 
public with an event everyone can enjoy!

All of the money raised at Relay through outside par-
ticipants is just as important as the teams themselves. So 
please come out for a day of fun, bring others with you and 
support our survivors. There is so much more to this event 
that you just have to come and check it out for yourself. We 
hope to see you there.

Remember that we are back on the track at Westlake High 
School this year, so it will be a stable walking environment for 
our survivors and their families. Strollers and wheelchairs will 
enjoy the ease of the amenities. Safety is also improved with 
a fenced-in area.  

As we move forward with a strong, united front to make 
this event a success, we are also closing in on the date quickly. 
I would like to thank the committee members, volunteers, 
students and people who have helped make this event 
happen. You all have worked so hard to bring together these 
four Westshore cities (Westlake, Bay Village, Avon and Avon 
Lake) that I am honored to a part of this amazing group.  

As I mentioned in my last article we are looking for a go-
getter, leader to fill the roll of Event Chair next year. I feel that 
finding some fresh input on the Relay would be a wonderful 
bonus. I want to assure you all that I will be a part of the 

Relay in a large capacity as well as 
the supportive roll to the next Event 
Chair. I am not going anywhere and 
neither is my commitment to the 
American Cancer Society. This is my 
passion and I encourage someone 
with fresh ideas to come along on 
this journey with us to make each 
Relay more successful than the last.  

I will check in with you one 
more time before the big event but 
please remember to join us Satur-
day, May 31, 2 p.m. through Sunday, 
June 1, 8 a.m. It will definitely be 
a day to remember, where we will 
honor those fighting the good 
fight, support more birthdays, talk 
about those we have lost and work 
towards the goal of a cure. I speak 
from experience that new research 
is happening everyday. There are 
already new methods to help the 
exact cancer that my dad suffered 
from and people are surviving. That 
is all within just a couple years. 
Every bit counts and everyone can play a role. 

One last reminder – if you are a survivor, please join us 
for a donated lunch for you and a guest catered by Marigold 
Catering, Fragapane Bakery and Mitchell’s Ice Cream. You 
can sign up for this amazing lunch on our website or call me 
to ensure your spot. 

If you need further information or any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at 440-666-0662 or head to our website 
www.relayforlife.org/westlake.

Wishing you all health and happiness. 

Counting down the days to 
Relay for Life of Westshore

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Walkers stroll the Bay high school track during the 2011 relay 
for Life. this year’s event joins Bay, Westlake, avon and avon 
Lake at Westlake high school on May 31.
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ready, set,
get ahead 
this summer
tri-c.edu/westshore

Classes begin May 27, June 9 and June 30

Register Now.

Take classes at Westshore Campus and 
boost your credits toward graduation.

This summer, take advantage of the lowest tuition in 
Northeast Ohio ($101 per credit hour for Cuyahoga 
County residents). Easily transfer your credits and earn 
your degree with less debt.

Westshore Campus  |  31001 Clemens Rd., Westlake
Corporate College West  |  25425 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake Where futures beginSM
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Lose Fat, Build Strength and Get Fit! 
Evidence-Based, Gym-tested, High Intensity Interval 
Training IS the Most Efficient and Safest Way…

First 10 New Clients 
to enroll will receive

30% 
OFF 

our already
low rates.

Expires 6/1514

COUPON

WESTLAKE
25959 Detroit Rd.

(Kleinhenz Jewelers Plaza)

440-808-0000

BROADVIEW HTS.
7985 Broadview Rd.
440-838-8400

(Next to Marc’s)
www.slimdowncleveland.com • email: westlakempt@gmail.com

My Personal Trainer

BEFORE AFTER
Losing 60 Pounds in 

Just 4 Months

You Don’t Need to Spend Hours a Week Exercising.
With our Twice a Week, 20 Minute Program, you’ll see Measurable Results

FAST...

NO ONE CAN BEAT OUR Results for Affordable PERSONAL TRAINING
• Helping our Neighbors achieve optimal health
• Voted Best & Fastest growing form of exercise for 2014
• Up to 5 TIMES FASTER RESULTS (You’ll be AMAZED!)
• Affordable One-on-One Personal Training $14 per session
• Private (by appointment only), Small, Clean, Non-Intimidating Studios
• Includes Diet & Nutritional Guidance
• Measurable Results and Personable Accountability

Parents, children, community and school leaders 
gathered on Tuesday, May 7, for the “Let’s Talk 
About It” parent drug education event, held at 

Bay Middle School. Highlighting the evening’s event 
were presentations by Bay Village Detective Kevin 
Krolkoski and Judge Donna Congeni Fitzsimmons of 
the Rocky River Municipal Court. 

“After hearing about the amount of drugs in our 
community and how easy it is for our kids to get them, 
I’m now convinced drug use, abuse and addiction 
can hit any Bay family,” said one of the parents in 

attendance.
The drug education 

event opened with infor-
mation displays by the 
Westshore Enforcement 
Bureau (WEB), Recov-
ery Resources, and Drug 
Awareness and Preven-
tion Inc., surrounded by 
over 80 colorful hand-
made drug awareness 
posters designed by 
Bay Middle School sev-
enth and eighth-grade 
students. Parents and 
children were given an 
opportunity to collect 
literature and also talk with the representatives.

When the education program began, students split 
out to their own discussion session led by Jennifer Tulli 
and Arnette Mathews from Recovery Resources, and 

Jamie Mahnic from Bay Family Services. The stu-
dents got to hear from a guest student who told 
stories how she experienced the damages of drug 
use in her family and shared ways teens can abstain 
from trying drugs by making good healthy, drug-
free choices.

The parent session was led by a local couple 
who presented information on drug use trends, the 
misinformation surrounding medical marijuana, 
reasons why kids choose to use, the signs and risk 
factors parents need to be aware of and the outdat-
ed stigma associated with drug use and addiction. 
Included in the session were stories from Detective 
Krolkoski and Judge Fitzsimmons about their expe-
riences in the criminal justice system with youth 
substance abuse, followed by an open Q&A session.

Said one of the parents, “What a great event, 
I’m so glad I came tonight. I now recognize how 
important it is for parents to keep talking with their 
children about the dangers of alcohol and other 

drug use. I now know what to do if I see any red flags. 

This is a serious issue and I just wish 
more parents were here to hear it.”

A special achievement award was 
also presented by the HUGS Founda-
tion to Bay Middle School Principal 
Sean McAndrews, for his commit-
ment, support and years of ongoing 
dedication to parent and student drug 
education awareness in the school and 
the community. The award was pre-
sented by Dianne Vogt, founder and 
board president of HUGS, an organi-
zation dedicated to helping families 
and children struggling with the costs 
associated with drug addiction recov-
ery programs. HUGS stands for Hope, 
Understanding, Gratitude and Serenity.

“It is just great that Sean is being recognized for his 
passion and dedication to this important issue,” said the 
event organizers. “Without his leadership, many parents 
and children would not get the education they need to 
help combat the effects alcohol and other drugs can 
have on our Bay Village families.” 

Event uses real-
life experiences to 
highlight dangers 
of drug use

Dianne Vogt, founder of hugs, presents a special 
achievement award to Bay Middle school principal 
sean Mcandrews for his dedication to student and 
parent drug education.

Bay Village Detective Kevin Krolkoski discusses some 
of the gateway drugs teens experiment with.

Judge Donna Congeni Fitzsimmons 
outlines how the court handles teens 
involved with substance abuse.
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Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies 
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

by Louise seehoLzer

Many parents, dreaming of peace and 
quiet, hope the years when their young 
children bang on any surface to create 

noise are over. But some young men from St. 
Edward’s High School in Lakewood have set a 
new standard for banging on surfaces, and they 
bring their unique style of music to Westlake 
Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Road, 
on Tuesday, May 20. 

The Trash Talkers percussion group, made up 
entirely of St. Ed’s students, uses strictly recycled 
“instruments” such as metal trash cans and plas-
tic buckets. This spirited group emerged from the 
influences of Stomp and Blue Man Group. 

Since 2003, they have captivated audiences 
at numerous events around the Cleveland area 
and have been featured live on Cleveland TV 
channels.

St. Ed’s Trash Talkers May 20 performance is 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. and the program is provided 
free by the Westlake-Westshore Arts Council. 
However, early arrival is advised. Due to the 
group’s popularity, seats may fill quickly. 

st. edward high school trash talkers.
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St. Ed’s Trash Talkers 
bang into Porter 
Library May 20

by shirLey sWinDeLL

The Herb Guild Garden 
Club announces its 
greatly anticipated yearly 

summer event: the 30th Scholar-
ship Luncheon. The Scholarship 
Luncheon will be held Wednes-
day, Aug. 6, at Wagner’s of West-
lake, 30855 Center Ridge Road. 

Tickets are available by 
contacting June Zweidinger, 
luncheon chair, for reserva-
tions by mail: June Zweidinger, 
8962 Longbrook Drive, North 
Ridgeville, Ohio 44039, or call 
440-748-1629. Individual tickets 
are $30 or tables of 10 for $300. 
Please make checks payable to 
The Herb Guild.

This year’s theme is “The 

Magical World of Herbs.” The 
boutique opens at 10 a.m., 
featuring culinary herbs, herb 
mixes, herb dips and herb vin-
egars. Also, available: “Thyme 
and Again” the Herb Guild’s 
35th anniversary cookbook. The 
popular annual basket raffle, 
silent auction, and bake sale 
will again be featured events 
during the luncheon.

The Herb Guild Garden 
Club will announce and award 
two scholarships to two gradu-
ating area high school students 
that are furthering their educa-
tion, thus the purpose for The 
Herb Guild’s yearly Scholarship 
Luncheon event.

The Herb Guild was found-
ed in 1978. 

The Herb Guild Garden Club 
luncheon set for Aug. 6

by tara WenDeLL

Bay Villagers have come to 
love Greenisland as our 
hidden gem, tucked away 

between a gas station and a dry 
cleaner on an easy-to-miss side 
street off Columbia Road. After a 
rocky start, the Irish restaurant is 
now in its eleventh year of opera-
tion and was recently named as 
one of the top 100 restaurants in 
Northeast Ohio.

The restaurant’s unassum-
ing exterior on Eaton Way yields 
to a cozy, welcoming atmosphere 
where regulars and first-timers are 
treated as old friends by owner Sean 
McConnell – who emigrated from 
the Emerald Isle in 1973 – and his 
wife, Connie. The friendly waitstaff 
are eager to explain the nuances of 
authentic Irish dishes like boxty and 
shepherd’s pie to the non-Irish among us, while the 
menu features more mainstream fare to appeal to a wide 
range of palates.

From the start, Greenisland’s path to acceptance 
wasn’t easy. Local residents, concerned about the type 
of establishment the McConnells had in mind for 
their quiet neighborhood, protested the restaurant’s 
opening.

“We put everything we had on the line,” Sean said. 
The couple persevered through the early opposition, 
buoyed by a city census that showed strong support by 
residents for a restaurant in Bay, at a time when local 
dining options were sparse.

Since opening in October 2003, Sean and Connie 
have worked hard to assuage those initial fears of a 
rowdy Irish pub and the traffic and clientele that it 
would attract.

“So many people have thanked us for opening up 
in Bay Village and tell us they hope we never leave,” 

Connie said.
Greenisland has truly come full circle, from an 

inauspicious beginning to being lauded in a noted food 
critic’s review and named to a prestigious restaurant list. 
Calling the restaurant “Bay Village’s best kept secret,” 
Connie was quick to add that a number of regular cus-
tomers travel from as far away as Sandusky and Akron.

The family-friendly restaurant is involved in the 
community, donating gift cards for local fundraisers 
and hosting civic club meetings, and has been a strong 
supporter of the Observer, and by extension, the many 
community groups the newspaper promotes.

“It’s important to us to support the community,” 
Connie McConnell said. “A lot of our customers live 
in Bay and we value them and the causes that matter 
to them.”

Equally welcoming to groups celebrating a family 
event and those looking to enjoy an expertly poured pint 
in a mellow setting, Greenisland has made its place as a 
valuable member of Bay’s dining landscape. 

Bay restaurant earns nod in regional 
rankings

Connie and sean McConnell, owners of greenisland irish restaurant 
and pub in Bay Village, recently celebrated the 10-year anniversary 
of the restaurant’s opening. Despite a rough start, greenisland has 
become a popular local dining option and was named one of the 
top 100 restaurants in northeast ohio.
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IT’s MORE THAN AN AD...                 
IT’s CIVIC sUPPORT!

Advertise your organization and give a voice to our 
civic groups who rely on the free Observer newspaper 

to get the word out on their community events.
Call Laura at 440-477-3556 or Denny at 440-409-0114
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Our Promise is Simple ...Our Promise is Simple ...
 if you find the same furniture or bedding anywhere in

 Northeast Ohio, WE WILL BEAT THE PRICE OR IT’S FREE*!!!

Our Promise is Simple Our Promise is Simple ...
if you find the same furniture or bedding anywhere in 
Northeast Ohio, WE WILL BEAT THE PRICE OR IT’S FREE!!!

Mentor 7590 Mentor Ave. • 440-975-0870
Mon-Fri 10-9, Sat 10-8, Sun 11-6

Also in
Brookpark 8888 Brookpark Rd., Brooklyn • 216-398-4663
BaY VILLaGe 27233 Wolf Rd., Bay Village • 440-455-1006

Furniture and Bedding
Kronheims

www.kronheimsfurniture.comwww.kronheimsfurniture.com

BaY VILLaGe 27233 Wolf Rd • 440-455-1006
Mon-Fri 10-9, Sat 10-8, Sun 11-6

Also in
Brookpark 8888 Brookpark Rd., Brooklyn • 216-398-4663
Mentor 7590 Mentor Ave. • 440-975-0870

* A written receipt from a local competitor must be presented at time of sale.

by Karen DerBy

There’s a new push going on in the 
Bay Village preschool community, 
and swing sets are only one place 

where it’s happening.
Just introduced this week, “Word Play 

Around Bay” is a fun, vocabulary-building 
resource for parents and their young chil-
dren. The brochure is packed with dozens 
of location-specific activities that make it 
easy for parents to help children build a 
rich and meaningful vocabulary during 
everyday visits throughout Bay Village.

“Research clearly shows that a wide 
range of vocabulary when entering 
school is a predictor of long-term read-
ing success,” said Char Shryock, Director 
of Curriculum for the Bay Village district. 
“And strong reading and comprehension 
skills are critical to learning in all subject 

areas.” Shryock said the initiative was 
designed to give parents effective, delib-
erate and fun strategies for developing 
vocabulary at home and wherever they 
go with their children.

The brochure offers suggestions 
for activities at places like Huntington 
Beach, the Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center, the Bay Library, Bay Pool and 
many more. For example, when at the 
playground, parents can recite a poem 
while pushing a swing (an example might 
be “The Swing,” by Robert Louis Steven-
son). Or when at the beach, parents and 
children can play alliteration games 
using adjectives to describe items (like 
squishy sand or beautiful beach).

And if vocabulary builders get 
through all the activities in the printed 
brochure, they can scan the QR codes 
on each page with their smart phones 

or tablets to get even more ideas for each 
location.

Shryock said that children will love 
interacting with their parents using 
“Word Play Around Bay.” She said, “I 
hope we see these brochures out wher-
ever parents take their children. Some of 
the ideas would be terrific for groups of 
children, too.”

The activities were developed by 
Shryock and the educational staff at Bay 
Library and the Lake Erie Nature and 
Science Center. Mary Jane Hull of the 
Bay Village district created the brochure. 

Funding was provided with a grant from 
the Bay Village Education Foundation.

Brochures can be found on their 
own, special display board at the Bay 
Library, the Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center, Bay Pool, Glenview Center for 
Childcare and Learning, the Bay Village 
Board of Education central office and 
many other locations around Bay Village 
where parents take their young children. 
The brochure can also be downloaded 
for printing at www.bayvillageschools.
com/WordPlay, or a mobile version is 
available with the QR code. 

‘Word Play Around Bay’ 
will build rich vocabularies 
in young children

bay villagE City sChools

scan this Qr 
code to get the 
mobile version 
of “Word Play 
around Bay.”

Bay Village schools administrative assistant Mary Jane hull, left, and 
Director of Curriculum Char shryock, center, with Bay Village education 
Foundation grants coordinator ellie Bricmont.
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You’ve seen the QR Code on the front page of the Observer, 
but what exactly is it? 

A QR code (abbreviated from Quick Response code) is 
a quick way to access a website, like the Observer’s, using 
a smart phone that scans the code and opens a website on 
your phone. To take advantage of QR codes, you’ll need a 
QR reader app that you download onto your phone. Search 

“QR Code Reader” at your app store to see various apps 
available for your operating system. Download and install 
the app on your phone; then launch it and point the camera 
at a QR code until the code fills the screen. When the app 
recognizes the QR code, it launches a web browser on your 
phone and takes you to the link contained in the code. You 
can then read the Observer on your smart phone. 

What are 
Qr Codes?
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

Area youth proclaim 
‘We are the Majority’ 
at downtown rally

WEstshorE youth lEadErs

by noreen KyLe

Westshore Young Leaders from Westlake, Rocky River and 
Lakewood high schools joined more than 100 other 
high school youth and leaders from Cuyahoga County 

at the “We are the Majority Rally” on Wednesday, April 30. The 
purpose of the rally was to raise awareness about the fact that 
the majority of youth make healthy choices and do not partake 
in the use of drugs and alcohol. 

Students from across the county gathered at the Cleveland 
Public Library to participate in team-building activities and 
march to City Hall to listen to speakers including Nolan and 
Jaclyn Brandt of Robby’s Voice who inspired them to continue to 
make good choices.

The Westshore Young Leaders will continue their program-
ming with the annual Leadership Conference this fall. For parent 
or youth membership information, call 440-250-9916. high school students from across the county met downtown on april 30 to raise awareness 

that the majority of youth do not use drugs or alcohol.

by DWight anD nanCy CLarK

There’s nothing like a good, old-fashioned 
haircut, yet the one served up recently 
by one of our very own, Jim Sgro of Vil-

lage Barber Shop, was one to remember. Tim 
Pell, a longtime Bay Village resident, friend and 
community volunteer, had recently undergone 
hip replacement surgery. Under strict doctor’s 
orders, Tim was limited in his mobility and abil-
ity to travel in the early stages of his recovery, 
and therefore unable to participate in the March 
fundraising event in support of the St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation, held at the Lakewood Elks Lodge 
in Westlake.

However, Tim and his wife, Jean, strongly 
desired to support the St. Baldrick’s initiative, 
an effort to raise money to cure childhood 
cancer, and recognized there should be no 

obstacle to giving for this incredibly worthy 
cause. Enter Jim Sgro, armed with a desire 
to assist, coupled with a full arsenal of hair-
cutting equipment and supplies.

Jim, without hesitation, eagerly agreed 
to make the trip, after business hours, to the 
Pells’ house on Lake Road in Bay Village. With 
little fanfare, Jim personally, unselfishly and 
gladly shaved Tim’s head for the good cause, 
in exchange for a generous donation by Tim 
and Jean to St. Baldrick’s.

The occasion made for a very fun get-
together with friends, including Jerry and 
Vickie Stavlas, Doug and Karen Gertz, and Todd 
and Holly Tramba, joining in the hair-cutting 
and fundraising festivities, while sharing a bit 
of post-St. Patrick’s Day cheer. It takes a village, 
and this Bay Village group, along with good-
guy Jim Sgro, didn’t disappoint. 

Bay man on the mend shaves 
head to help others

tim Pell, foreground, is surrounded by family and friends in 
support of the st. Baldrick’s Foundation. Pictured are (middle row) 
Jean Pell, nancy Clark, todd tramba; (back row) Victoria stavlas, 
Jerry stavlas, holly tramba, Doug gertz, Dwight Clark, Jim sgro.
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1315 Linda St. Rocky river, Ohio 
Hours: Wed & thurs: 11-7pm 

   Fri thru Sunday 11-5pm 
NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS

upscale furniture*home furnishings
designer jewelry*handbags

RESALE SHOPPE

Furniture & Home Furnishings

  D
ES

IGN
ER

 

JEWELRY 
DESIGNER 
HANDBAGS

new location

Do you have a “good news” story? 
Become an Observer and share it 
with the Westlake/Bay community at:
wbvobserver.com/members
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The University of Akron

Lakewood

UA Lakewood is located on the first floor of the historic Bailey Building 
at 14725 Detroit Ave. in the heart of Downtown Lakewood.

The Saturday MBA program is now registering for Fall 
2014. The program is designed for working professionals 
and can be completed in two years – every other Saturday 
– one course at a time – at our Lakewood location.  
Learn more at Open House:
Thursday, June 12, 6:00 p.m.

Offering a quality education and convenient location,
at The University of Akron in Lakewood.

For more information and to 
register for open houses, 
contact Nicole Lee at  
216.221.1141 
or go to lakewood.uakron.edu

Saturday MBA 
Open House

The University of Akron Lakewood

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

by WiLLiaM Krause

Situated close to the road, just east 
of the Westlake Recreation Center’s 
driveway on Center Ridge Road, is 

the Lilly/Weston house. Named after two 
of the families to own the house, it is spe-
cial, unusual and mysterious for a whole 
host of reasons.

First of all, it is special because it 

is one of only two structures in the city 
of Westlake on the National Register of 
Historic Places (the other is the Clague 
House Museum). Secondly, it is unusual 
in that it is one of only about 220 early 
homes in northeast Ohio ever construct-
ed of native stone between 1800 and 
1860, according to Roy Larick on his Blue-
stone Heights website, bluestoneheights.
org. I had the pleasure of attending a 

geological/cultural/historical 
walking tour he spoke at in 
Cleveland Heights last week-
end. The Lilly/Weston house is 
included in his list of Western 
Reserve stone houses con-
structed of Berea sandstone.

Roy Larick’s website 
helped me appreciate in a new 
way what a treasure the Lilly/
Weston house is. Most homes 
in this early settlement period 
were constructed of timber 
and less frequently of brick. 
Another way that the Lilly/
Weston house is unusual is 
that the original structure is 
constructed of stone and the 
addition 10 years later was 
constructed of brick on a 
stone foundation.

Now for the mystery: The 
sandstone-and-brick Lilly/
Weston house was construct-
ed by someone “with special 
talents for manipulating espe-
cially large blocks of stone,” 
according to Steve McQuillin in 
the narrative he wrote as part 

of the nomination form for the National 
Register of Historic Places. He explains 
that the small Lilly/Weston house is built 
of unusually thick blocks that extend clear 
through its thick walls. The blocks are two 
feet thick in the basement and 18 inches 
thick at the first floor level.

In the application he notes that 
the 1850 census lists one stonecutter 
in Dover Township, Sidney Beibe (sic) 
who told the census taker that he had 
been born in France. Could this be the 
person who constructed the house? Most 
of the early settlers here were from the 
British Isles or New England. How did a 
stonecutter from France end up in Dover 
Township? Does this house represent a 
French building tradition married to 
the prevailing Greek Revival style of the 
period?

Why would someone move and 
build with such large, heavy blocks of 
stone when more typically in this era the 

blocks of stone were chipped down to a 
manageable size and the chips used to 
fill in the walls behind the dressed stone? 
What about the curious small window 
toward the western end of the rear, on the 
first floor? It appears to be original, but 
its possible specialized use also remains 
a mystery.

So, next time you are on the walk-
ing trail around the Recreation Center 
or have time to safely park nearby, come 
check out the outside of the Lilly/Weston 
house. Take a close look. The stones on 
the front elevation are delicately hand 
tooled with vertical tooling marks on the 
edges and pick marks on the body of each 
block of stone. Notice how the stones on 
the sides of the building are nicely fin-
ished but don’t have the fine details of 
the front, and check out that mysterious 
window in the back. 

Access this story at wbvobserver.com 
to see more photos of the house.

The special, unusual, mysterious Lilly/Weston house

the delicately finished stone on the front  
side of the Lilly-Weston house, on the left in 
the above photo, contrasts with the rougher  
side walls of the home.

the Lilly-Weston house on Center ridge road was built around 1844.

Ph
O

TO
S 

BY
 d

En
n

Y
 W

En
d

EL
L



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

14   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 13 MAY 2014                                                                       

A diverse and dynamic program offering full and half day 
experiences open to all area students! Come join us to explore, 
experience, create, think and have fun!

To Register visit www.lakeridgeacademy.org or contact 
Mrs. Katherine Hatcher, Summer Programs Director at 
440.327.1175 ext. 9141 or hatcherk@lakeridgeacademy.org

Camps are open to ALL area students
Camps and classes fill early; registrations are accepted 
on a first come, first served basis

Busing Options from Westlake and Strongsville

Summer Programs at

Lake Ridge Academy
June 9 – July 18, 2014

Discovery Camp K-6
   Week #1 Desert Nomads
   Week #2  Planes, Trains &    

Automobiles
   Week #3 Super City Structures
   Week #4 Little Camp on the Prairie
   Week #5 Vet Tech
   Week #6  Storybook Theater,  

“The Story of Doctor Doolittle”

Fine Arts & Technology
   Art Camp
   Intro to Video Game Creation 
   Kodu Video Game Creation
   Private Music Lessons
   Foundations of Art: Studio
   Foundations of Art: Technology

Athletic Camps
   Boys’ & Girls’ CAVALIERS Basketball Camp
   Boys’ & Girls’ TetraBrazil Soccer Academy
   Elementary Girls’ Softball Camp
   Archery Camp

Environmental & Experiential
   Rocketry I & II
   Ichthyology and Fishing
   Cooking for Kids
   CSI: Lake Ridge Academy
   The Dangerous Book for Boys & Girls
   Bubbles, Blobs, Boats & Fairy Gardens
   Pop Rocks, Exploding Soda, and Melted 

Crayons…Oh My!

Academic
   Reading, Writing & Spelling
   Readers’ Workshop
   Writers’ Workshop
   Study Skills
   U.S. History
   Health
   Math Rules!
   Algebra I Review Skills
   English Language Instruction (ESL)

USA Chess National Camp

Advertise Your Summer Activities:
Contact Laura, 440-477-3556, laura@wbvobserver.com

FroM LeFt: amy england, Bradley Bay’s Director of nursing; scholarship 
recipients Caitlin Flynn, Janie Walborn, Beth raiff, Cassie szekely; and 
Candy sanson, Bradley Bay administrator.

by Donna D’aMiCo

Each spring, Bradley Bay Health 
Center is honored to award four 
scholarships to local graduating 

high school seniors planning to pursue 
a career in healthcare. Each candidate 
is required to complete a scholarship 
application and write an essay about 
why they want to pursue a career in 
this field, have a minimum 3.0 GPA, 
and have at least one academic letter 
of recommendation.

The four recipients for 2014 are 
Cassie Szekely from Bay High School, 
who plans to study nursing at Ohio 
University; Caitlin Flynn from Avon 
Lake High School, who plans to study 
nursing at Kent State University; Eliza-
beth (Beth) Raiff from Westlake High 
School, who plans to study nursing at 
The Ohio State University and Janie 
Walborn from Magnificat High School, 
who also plans to study nursing at Ohio 
State. Congratulations to all of these 
very talented young women! 

Bradley Bay awards 
nursing scholarships

PLEASE PROOFREAD Ad artwork ©2013 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

 June 9 - 
August 22
Full-time or PArt-time

Full day or AM/PM Options
Completed Grades K-5

Swimming, field trips, 
crafts, guest speakers and 

hands-on learning!
23600 Hilliard Blvd. Westlake

(Corner of Hilliard and Clague)
For info visit www.westlakenaz.org

Informational Night - May 27, 7pm
Call Stephanie or Michelle at 

440-333-6643 to reserve a spot.

Summer Day Camp
ParkSIde PreSchool aNd chIld care ceNter

Summer 
  Camps 
    & Programs

Summer Classes 
at Willow Arts

6 Week Group Classes Start in June
-SONGWRITING

-MUSICAL THEATRE DANCE
& private voice/piano/guitar lessons
Call 440.539.2906 for more info, or

Sarah@WillowArtsWellness.com
24629 Detroit Rd. Ste 3, Westlake, OH

by regina MCCarthy

The Westlake Garden Club (WGC) is 
sponsoring a bus tour to Schedel 
Arboretum & Gardens in Elmore, 

Ohio, on Wednesday, June 25. We will 
enjoy a docent-led tour of the gardens, 
with more than 15,000 annuals, flowering 
trees, perennials, shrubs and many plant 
species normally not found in our region.

Following a catered lunch in the Wel-
come Center overlooking the lower level 
gardens, we will tour the Schedel Manor 
House, built in 1882 and furnished with 
a collection of antiques, custom furniture 
and rare artworks. On our return trip, we 
will stop at Bench’s Greenhouse & Nurs-
ery to browse its selection of hanging 

baskets, annuals, perennials, over 2,000 
roses and a Farm Market, with Bench’s 
produce from its 650-acre farm. 

This tour has something for everyone. 
Don’t miss out – reserve your seat now!

Our tour bus will depart West Bay 
Plaza, at the northwest corner of Detroit 
and Crocker roads, at 8:00 a.m. sharp, 
rain or shine; returning approximately 
4:30 p.m. The all-inclusive cost for WGC 
members is $48 and for non-members 
$58. If you would prefer not to walk the 
gardens, merely add $4 to reserve a seat 
on a large golf cart.  

For further information, please 
contact Shirley Lutts at 440-871-8057 or 
Ruth Bertrand at 440-899-1565. We look 
forward to having you join us. 

Tickets on sale for fun bus 
tour to Schedel Gardens

WEstlakE gardEn Club

honey bee

hovering by the blossom

Sweet reward

 

Lily pads

across the pond

Like stepping stones

As they wed

daughters changing

to new names

Free-form haiku by DaVe sCuLLin
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by eLaine WiLLis

nOtice: Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s parking lot will be closed for 
resealing and striping on Sunday, May 
25, and Monday, May 26. there will be 
no access to the drive-up book drops 
while the parking lot is closed. the 
library will be closed on May 25 and 
26 in observance of Memorial day, 
making it an ideal time for performing 
the annual maintenance. the re-sealing 
and re-striping will be done weather-
permitting.

Wednesday, May 14 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
BoW WoW! reaD to unCLe ChoW 
ChoW! – Stop by the Youth Services 
Department each Wednesday and sign 
your child up for a 10-minute reading 
time with Uncle Chow Chow, our reading 
dog! Bring your own book or choose one 
of ours. Registration begins each Wednes-
day at 3 p.m.

Wednesday, May 14 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
introDuCtion to FinDing FunDers 
– Learn how to use Foundation Directory 
Online, the database in which you can 
search for funders for your nonprofit 
organization. Please register.

Wednesday, May 14 (7-8 p.m.) 
CaPtain unDerPants tra La La 
PaLooza – Join us for a Captain Under-
pants Tra La La Palooza! Experience trivia 
contests, games of skill, crafts and more! 
Ages 7-10. Registration begins May 7.

Thursday, May 15 (7-8 p.m.) CoL-
Lege 101 – Patty Saddle of the College 
Planning Center will discuss the factors 
that go into finding the best college fit, 
including navigating college visits and 
interviews, standard vs. early admission, 
and more. Open to students and parents. 
Please register starting May 8.

Friday, May 16 (11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.) Con-
neCting For KiDs Parent DisCus-
sion grouP – Parent discussion group 
led by a local pediatric expert. Childcare 
is offered but space is limited. You must 
RSVP by calling 440-250-5563. Topics are 
listed at www.connectingforkids.org.

Friday, May 16 (7-8 p.m.) a FaMiLy 
ConCert With Laura Doherty – 
Laura will acoustically rock every kid’s 
world with her breezy folk-pop tunes for 
the whole family! Tickets for this FREE 
concert will be available in Youth Services 
starting May 9 and are limited to six per 
adult, please.

Saturday, May 17 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
Mother goose on the Loose! – 
Join Mother Goose for this interactive sto-
rytime featuring simple books, rhymes, 
songs and movement. For ages birth-3 
with an adult caregiver.

Saturday, May 17 (2-3:30 p.m.) ori-
gaMi yoDa suPerFoLDer stooKi-
ness – Tweens are invited to show off 
their SuperFolder skills for a stooky after-
noon of origami folding! We will recreate 
the Star Wars character-themed origami 
featured in Tom Angleberger’s “Origami 
Yoda” series, along with discussing how 
to sketch in the style of the books. There 
will be prizes for the most stooktacular 
origami! Grades 4-7. Please register.

Sunday, May 18 (2-3 p.m.) aMeriCan 
girL, JoseFina – Josefina will teach 
us about her Spanish culture and the 
settlement of the southwestern frontier 
in the early 1800s. Ages 6-10. Registration 
begins May 11.

Monday, May 19 (4-5:45 p.m.) Teen 
Lounge – Need a place to hang out after 
school? Come to WPPL’s Teen Lounge on 
Monday afternoons! We’ve got comput-
ers, video games, board games, snacks 
and more! Grades 7-12.

Monday, May 19 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) 
Meet-uP MonDays – Interactive games 
and activities for socialization and play 
among children with special needs ages 
7-11 with their caregivers. Registration 
begins May 12.

Monday, May 19 (7-8:30 p.m.) inVes-
tors’ interest grouP – Solving the 
Retirement Income Puzzle: Strategies and 
Vehicles to Help Maintain Your Income 
During Retirement. Discussion includes 
transitioning from accumulation to dis-

tribution so that you avoid running out 
of money. Presented by SOFA (the Society 
for Financial Awareness). Please register.

Tuesday, May 20 (10 a.m.-noon) 
Career transition Center: Writ-
ing to eMPLoyers – Learn profes-
sional letter-writing techniques includ-
ing how to write effective cover letters, 
marketing letters, follow-up letters and 
more. You’ll also gain information on pre-
paring writing samples when employers 
request them.

Wednesday, May 21 (10:15 and 11 a.m.) 
Let’s sing anD DanCe! – Sing and 
move to the music with Miss Nancy! For 
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please 
arrive early to receive a ticket at the Pre-
school Desk.

Wednesday, May 21 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
BoW WoW! reaD to unCLe ChoW 
ChoW! – Stop by the Youth Services 
Department each Wednesday and sign 
your child up for a 10-minute reading 
time with Uncle Chow Chow, our reading 
dog! Bring your own book or choose one 
of ours. Registration begins each Wednes-
day at 3 p.m.

Tuesday, May 20 (7-8:45 p.m.) West-
LaKe Westshore arts CounCiL – 
St. Ed’s Trash Talkers

Wednesday, May 21(6:30-8:45 p.m.) 
– Cuyahoga West geneaLogiCaL 
soCiety

Thursday, May 22 (7-8:45 p.m.) West-
LaKe historiCaL soCiety – Please 
join the Westlake Historical Society for a 
free program.

Friday, May 23 (10 a.m.-noon) Por-
ter’s FiBer FanatiCs – A time for 
needlecrafters to share, solve problems 
and show off.

Saturday, May 24 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
BoreDoM Busters – Are you bored? 
Drop by the Storytime Room and join in 
the fun! We will have different activities 
available each month! Join us for board 
games, crafts, puzzles and more! All ages 
welcome! No registration necessary. In 

accordance with library policy, children 
under the age nine must be accompanied 
by an adult.

Saturday, May 24 (10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
sensory storytiMe – Join us for a 
storytime for children with special needs 
and their parents/caregivers. The pro-
gram includes interactive stories, rhymes, 
songs and movement activities, followed 
by 30 minutes of play. Content is geared 
to ages 3-7. Please call the library with 
questions or to register.

Saturday, May 24 (10:30 a.m.-noon) 
Beginning geneaLogy – Learn how 
to research your family history, including 
the available resources and where to find 
them. Bring along names and dates for 
hands-on research. Please register.

Sunday, May 24 (1:30-4 p.m.) CoM-
Peer Day – Join us during Mental Health 
Awareness month for a Community Open 
House to find out more about Compeer 
and mental health services.

Saturday, May 24 (2-3 p.m.) Junior 
BriCK BuiLDers! – Let’s build with 
Duplos! Bring your imagination and we’ll 
provide the bricks. Ages 3-5 only.

Sunday, May 25 and Monday, May 26 
– MeMoriaL Day: LiBrary CLoseD

Tuesday, May 27 (1-7 p.m.) – aMeri-
Can reD Cross BLooDMoBiLe

Tuesday, May 27 (10 a.m.-noon) 
Career transition Center: 
iMProVing interVieWing sKiLLs – 
Preparation is the essential ingredient for 
a successful job interview. Learn how to 
discover what the employer needs so that 
your answers will differentiate you from 
other candidates.

Wednesday, May 28 (10:15 and 11 a.m.) 
Let’s sing anD DanCe! – Sing and 
move to the music with Miss Nancy! For 
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please 
arrive early to receive a ticket at the Pre-
school Desk.

to register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit signup.
westlakelibrary.org:8080. 

WEstlakE portEr publiC library

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval WBVO©2014

LAW FIRM
Full Time

Westlake law firm has an 
immediate opening for a 
full-time receptionist; 

3-5 years experience required.

Must be able to type and have 
experience using Outlook, Excel 

and Adobe Acrobat. 
Hours are M-F 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Interested candidates may send 
resumes via email to: resumes@

corsarolaw.com

by Denise ayres

The Compeer Program at Far 
West Center and Westlake Porter 
Public Library invite Westlake 

and Bay Village residents to our sixth 
annual “Compeer Day at WPPL.” This 
event is scheduled for Saturday, May 
24, at 1:30 p.m. at Porter Library. It is 
a fun, informative and free afternoon 
event in recognition of Mental Health 
Awareness Month. Come join us as we 
socialize, play Jeopardy, enjoy music, 
have refreshments, meet programs and 
new people!

May is Mental Health Awareness 
Month. This month is a good time to 
recognize the important part mental 
health and wellness play in everyone’s 
lives without exception. Clear cognition 
and emotional well-being are essential 
for the success of all our goals and rela-

tionships. Most of us, for different and 
various reasons, may find ourselves in 
need of “rebalancing” our brain func-
tions.

A lifetime event such as losing a 
loved one, losing a job, welcoming a new 
baby, or starting a new career can throw 
our emotions out of balance. Also natural 
brain chemicals, called neurotransmit-
ters, can lose balance causing mental ill-
ness. Fortunately there are community 
mental health services and community 
activities that can help put the “Captain 
of the Body Organ Team,” our brain, back 
on a smoother operating course. 

Compeer Day at WPPL is a com-
munity open house and a fun, engaging 
way to learn more about community 
mental health services and commu-
nity activities to strengthen your brain. 
Come and learn more about what 
is available to you through Westlake 

Porter Public Library, NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness), and Far West 
Center. Come see if you would like to get 
involved in the Compeer Program as a 
member or a valuable volunteer.

Compeer at Far West Center is an 
affiliate of the international nonprofit 
Compeer Inc. You can check out the 
amazing and life changing activities 
of the Compeer Program at both www.
compeer.org and www.farwestcenter.
org. 

The frequently used saying “the best 
things in life are free” is so true when 
it comes to all the wellness resources 
provided in Westlake and Bay Village. We 
invite you to this fun event to learn more 
about how our community provides a 
variety of ways to maintain and improve 
mental health and well-being. For more 
information please call Compeer at 440-
835-6212, ext. 242. 

May 24 is Compeer Day at WPPLsupport our advertisers.
They keep us  humming along!
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thE digital World

Digital camera without 
owning a computer?
by taK sato

“Can I use a digital camera even 
though I don’t own a computer?” 
Many people ask me this question 

because it is getting very difficult to find a store 
that sells and develops a roll of 35mm film. For 
many who ask this question, my answer was not 
what they expected ...

As I always remind readers, the disruptive 
innovation called the internet has changed 
everything. Although humans have been 
tinkering with photo capturing contrap-
tions since the 1600s, let’s just say practical 
photography, i.e. preserving and curating 
your memories as photos of “that moment,” 
started in the mid-to-late 1800s. For over a 
century there were evolutionary changes to 
photography, although to me Polaroid Instant 
Camera was one innovative product to hit the 
market. Then technology gave birth to digital 
cameras and the internet further pushed the 
photo capturing capability to smartphones, 
tablets and now “wearable” technology such 
as Google Glass.

Digital cameras do the same thing as film-
based cameras: take photos and capture the 
moment forever. Your 35mm camera uses film 
to record those moments. In a digital camera, 
a memory card takes the place of film. The 
advantage here is that the photos captured on 
a memory card can be transferred to a com-
puter and subsequently printed, emailed or 
just stored for later viewing on the computer 
screen.

But what if you don’t own a computer? Are 
your photo-taking days over since the other 
alternative of using a film-based camera seems 
unsupported in the digital world?

My answer is no. You can still own a digital 
camera, take photos and preserve your memo-
ries in a photo album that you can leave on 
your coffee table without owning a computer. 
Remember that the memory card in your 
digital camera is akin to your 35mm roll of 
film? Once you are done taking pictures of an 
event, take the memory card out of your digital 
camera and head down to your neighborhood 
pharmacy such as CVS, Walgreen’s or Rite Aid 

to use their digital photo processing kiosk; 
places like Target and Walmart may also be 
equipped with similar kiosk machines.

These kiosks contain specialized comput-
ers that you can use through a touchscreen or 
keyboard. Store staff or posted instructions 
will lead you through inserting your memory 
card in the slot, have the machine show you the 
photos you took on its screen, let you pick and 
choose the photos you want to print, and print 
them out for instant gratification.

Depending on the kiosk machine, with 
familiar brand names such as Kodak and Fuji 
Film, it may even give you an option to create 
a photo CD to digitally preserve your pictures 
that you can transfer to your computer if you 
do decide to delve further into the digital world 
and get a computer at a later date.

The nice thing is that after you print the 
photos, you can erase the photos on your 
memory card, and start taking more pictures. 
Now try doing that with a film-based camera!

Next week’s topic: Tips on shopping for a 
digital camera.

___________________________

Questions aBout the DigitaL 
WorLD

I’m getting tired of hearing about security 
compromises and hacking incidents. I’m ready 
to throw my PC out the window and get off the 
internet for good.

Cutting the cord and not using the internet 
may not give you additional security because 
even if you decide not to use technology, mer-
chants and others who keep our personally 
identifiable information, such as credit cards, 
will continue to rely on technology to maintain 
the vast amount of data they need to curate. 
Similarly the bad guys will continue to try to 
compromise these entities possessing valuable 
and profitable information. Rather you may 
want to learn Internet Street Smarts, i.e. build 
good habits while in the digital world, because 
the reliance on technology is not going away.

Have a question for Tak about comput-
ers, software or other technology? Send it to 
editor@wbvobserver.com. 

by MereDith PreWitt

The yearly Tri-Bay Golf Classic outing is set again at Sweet-
briar Golf Course in Avon Lake this year for Friday, June 
13. Always well attended, the gathering of Bay supporters 

and golf lovers join together each year for a specific cause; the 
fundraiser is dedicated to raising funds to assist the Bay Edu-
cation Foundation, the Bay Alumni Foundation, and the Bay 
Rockets Athletic Boosters. The money raised helps the Bay Village 
organizations in granting funds to support teachers, students, 
and athletes across the community.

However, this fun-filled day offers golfing foursomes so much 
more than gathering to raise funds for these great foundations 
and organizations. For the cost of $105 per golfer (must be at 
least 21 years old), participants can enjoy the many perks that the 
day has to offer, including breakfast, appetizers, beverages, and 
a steak dinner after their 18 holes are played. In addition to the 
menu and refreshments, different raffles, silent auction prizes, 
and activities at a variety of stops along the course, such as “Win 
a Car with a Hole in One,” add to the enjoyment of the day. 

Many of the prizes offered are generously donated by popu-
lar local businesses and organizations from the community that 
are appealing to any age (21 and over). The Bay Education Foun-
dation also sponsors certain prizes during the event; including 
the famous and well-loved “Wheelbarrow for Education.” The 
outing also provides great camaraderie with old friends, friendly 
competition, and the opportunity to make new connections, 
personally and professionally, with others in the community as 
well. All in all, it is a tremendous way to contribute to the com-
munity and enjoy an exciting, yet relaxing, day on the greens.

Those interested can register online at www.tribaygolf.com 
and can follow the outing on Facebook for updates and informa-
tion leading up to the event.

Contact Al Nelson at alnelson02@gmail.com or 440-933-6402 
for further sign-up details and questions. 

Tri-Bay Classic golf 
outing gracing the 
greens again in June

by BruCe Leigh

My first memories of my mother were when I was about 
three years old. That was when the Great Depression was 
in full bloom. Times were hard and many people were 

out of work. My father found work wherever he could to make 
money to help support us during these tough times. Mum stayed 
home to take care of us kids.

Our kitchen stove was a large wood burner with a huge oven. 
Railroad trains were coal-fired steam engines at this time. Train 
crews would throw pieces of coal along side the tracks so people 
could pick up the coal for their homes. I never knew why they did 
this until I was much older. Mum and dad would bring home pieces 
of coal or wood, anything that would burn in our stove. Mum made 
bread, cupcakes and great meals in our wood-burning stove.

People could not run to the store every time they needed milk. 
The milk man would read the sign on our window to know how 
much whole milk, butter or cream we needed. He would leave our 
order at the front door. When the bottles were empty and washed 
they were placed at the door for next day pickup.

Everyone had ice boxes in those days. There were no refrigera-
tors, side by sides or gigantic freezers then. Large blocks of ice were 
used to keep the ice box cold. Mum would have to give us baths in 
wash tubs filled with warm soapy water heated on top of our stove. 
If we wore clothes we would have been hung out on the clothesline 
with wooden clothespins like the sheets, shirts, socks and diapers.

Mum would sing to us and read us stories. She was the best 
mum ever. One day we were all listening to the radio when dad said 
we should be quiet because the President was talking. We found 
out our country was at war with Japan. Dad, who had served in 
World War I, got a job that would help the war effort. Mum started 
saving grease, paper, rags and other things to help our country. 
Mum bought a sewing machine and made clothes for us and our 
neighbors. I was and still am so proud of her. I remember Mum, 
especially on Mother’s Day. 

Remembering Mum
rEadEr’s opinion

by JiM DisPirito

The City of Westlake will be kicking off its 
Live Well-Play Hard campaign with a spe-
cial event on Saturday, May 17. “Wake Up 

Westlake” will feature DJ Eazy, face painters, bal-
loon clowns, inflatables, snacks and a mini-truck 
expo at the Westlake Recreation Center from 10 
a.m. to noon. At this time representatives from 
our focus group may ask residents to fill out a 
short survey about the city’s recreational needs.

This survey will help gather information for 
the city’s master plan study of green and rec-
reational facilities. The City of Westlake would 
like to hear from its citizens about the current 
and future needs for recreation. Be part of the 
discussion and let us know what you need to 

play harder.
In addition to this, the annual Family Fish-

ing Derby will be taking place from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the Westlake Recreation Center’s fishing 
pond. This program is open to all children up 
to age 12. The cost for the fishing derby is $10 
and includes bait and prizes  You can register 
at the Westlake Recreation Center or online at 
www.wlrec.org.

Come on and wake up with us, Westlake, on 
Saturday, May 17. Join your friends and fellow 
residents as we “Live Well but Play Hard”!

More information regarding this and other 
programs can be found at our website at wlrec.
org or by stopping by the Recreation Center at 
28955 Hilliard Blvd., calling us at 440-808-5700 
or by picking up our new Rec Gazette. 

Westlake kicks off ‘Live Well, 
Play Hard’ campaign

WEstlakE rECrEation dEpartMEnt
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Like us on Facebook 

Watch us on Youtube
www.youtube.com/RedwoodLivingTV

www.facebook.com/byRedwood

DISTINCTIVE SINGLE-STORY APARTMENT HOMES

Simplify your lifestyle; join us at Retreat at Stafford!

Brand New  Construction!
 Enjoy premium single-story design 
 with private attached garages

 
Comfort, convenience and 
quality—all in one place! 
 

•        Full size washer and dryer
          connections

•        Smoke-free environment

•        Pets welcome

•        Private attached garage for 
          convenience when entering 
          or exiting your home

•        Smart, single-story design 
          means no difficult stairs 
          to climb

•        Certified energy efficiency 
          means energy savings, and 
          no drafty windows or doors

•        Two full bathrooms are a bonus 
          when you have guests

•        Built-in peace & quiet; no
          one lives above or
          below you        

•        No property taxes, home
          repairs or condo fees

Retreat at Stafford by Redwood

   Redwood Living, for today’s better living!

Retreat at Stafford
7019 Condor Drive
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039
 

440.804.6911

Home Of The Hour Massage For $38.99
• Relaxation/Swedish Massage
• Body Work/Muscle Release
• Deep Tissue Massage 
• Hot Stone Massage 
• Prenatal & Geriatric Massages
• Facials • Manicures & Pedicures
• Body Wraps • Body Scrubs

FREE

MANICURE, 
PEDICURE 
or FACIAL

Or Buy & Book online at justurelax.com
Three Convenient Locations:  KAMMS CORNERS  •  DOWNTOWN CLEVELAND  •  WICKLIFFE (COMING SOON)

FOR $129, GET ONE 
30 MIN.  MASSAGE 

BUY THREE MASSAGES, 

$28.99$126.99
With coupon only. 

Not valid with any other o�er. 

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 877-800-6923

With coupon only. 
Not valid with any other o�er. 

With coupon only. 
Not valid with any other o�er. 

OPEN
Monday - Saturday

10am - 7pm
 

ONE HOUR COUPLES
MASSAGE WITH 

AROMATHERAPY 
Visit us on the web @ www.JoesLakewoodComputer.com
Or in our shop @ 14035 Madison Avenue in Lakewood
Call us @ 216-409-1656
"Like" us on Facebook: JoesLakewoodComputer

by Marge WiDMar

Approximately 20 Westlake High School students 
in Beth Noren’s honors American history course 
participated in an extra credit project to create 

a “fascinator,” a classy millinery hat, for the 2014 Ohio 
Rose of Tralee. Denise McConville, originally from Tralee, 
Ireland, and currently a Westlake resident, whose father 
was instrumental in the establishment of the first Rose of 
Tralee competition, initiated the fascinator competition. 
In addition, Ms. McConville contacted ShurTech Brands 
who enthusiastically contributed the main material for 
the project – rolls and rolls of Duck Tape.

Duck Tape then became a major requirement in 
the design of the fascinator. In addition to that Ohio 
product, the first-place winner, sophomore Autumn 
Custer, incorporated 17 jewels to represent Ohio as 
the 17th state to join the Union. The scarlet carnation 
(Ohio’s state flower), the ladybug (our state insect), and 
the color red from the state bird (the cardinal) were 
other major elements from Autumn’s research on Ohio 
that added to the relevance of the winning design, which 
will accompany Ohio’s Rose of Tralee, Grainne Mangan 
of West Park, to Portlaoise, Ireland, for the Rose of Tralee 
regional competition.

Westlake Schools International Baccalaureate 
Coordinator, Colleen Mudore, facilitated the project 
among all involved. A jury for the competition was 
composed of Denise McConville, Westlake World Part-

ners board member; Amanda Pasenow of 
ShurTech Brands; Linda Shubeck, Inter-
national Rose of Tralee 1971; and myself, 
a retired art educator and past President of 
Westlake-Westshore Arts Council. Original-
ity, uniqueness, creativity, craftsmanship, 
functionality and relevance to the state of 
Ohio were among the criteria for judging.

Autumn Custer received a $50 Amazon 
gift card from ShurTech Brands and West-
lake-Westshore Arts Council recognized Autumn’s cre-
ativity and excellent craftsmanship with a $75 award. 
Second-place winners Emily Simon and Amanda Davies 
shared a $25 Shurtech Brands Amazon card and a $25 
W-WAC award. A Newbridge Silver Small Tower Clock 

was presented to Autumn by Westlake World Partners, 
a non-profit formed to support Westlake’s sister cities 
program.

Making the jury process a memorable classroom 
experience was the presence of Westlake Mayor Dennis 

Clough, City Council President Michael 
Killeen, Council member Lynda Appel, and 
Brett Luengo from WWP.  All emphasized 
the importance and relevance of exchange 
between Westlake and Tralee in today’s global 
environment. So far, student art and teacher 
exchanges have occurred. Mayor Clough said 
he looks forward to and encourages future 
collaborations that may also include an 
exchange of students.

The mayor and council president also 
warmly invited students to attend city council 
meetings to observe city management with 
opportunity to make their voices heard. 

WHS students create 
fascinating headpieces 
for Ohio’s Rose of Tralee

Duck tape fascinators showcased student creativity.

autumn Custer with Westlake Mayor 
Dennis Clough.the first-place Duck tape 

fascinator by Westlake 
high sophomore autumn Custer.

Mrs. noren’s class participated in Westlake World Partners’ first annual rose of tralee Fascinator Contest.
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When you walk through the door, 
you know you are home.

12400 Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood, Ohio
216-226-7575

TTY 1-800-750-0750

www.fedormanorapartments.com

Make us your NEW  
home this Spring!

Seniors

Affordable Senior Housing Community

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

MULCH  •  TOPSOIL  •  STONE

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

$10 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $100 OR 
MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any 
other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax.  OB 

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

$5 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $50 OR 
MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any 
other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax.  OB 

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

BAGGED MULCH 
OR TOPSOIL

QUANTITY OF 10 BAGS OR MORE
One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined with any 

other discounts. Excludes delivery and tax.  OB 

10% 
OFF

$10 $5 10% $10 $5 10% 
landscape supply supercenter!

MULCH  •  TOPSOIL  •  STONEMULCH  •  TOPSOIL  •  STONE
bulk or bagged material

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-808026690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080
www.EarthToYoulandscape.com

by BrenDa o’reiLLy

When the Bike to School Challenge started in 
Bay Village back in 2008, no one could have 
predicted how incredibly popular it would 

become with Bay students. The program, which began 
with Bay High School, was expanded to include Bay 
Middle School in 2009. This year, it will include Westerly 
Elementary School for the first time. The award-winning 
program encourages students to bike to school, which 
not only helps the environment by reducing harmful 
emissions but allows the students to become healthier 
through physical fitness.

Over the past few years, schools in Rocky River 
and Medina were added to the challenge, making it the 
biggest bike-to-school program in the United States, 
according to program founder Scott Cowan, owner of 
Century Cycles. Last year, Bay middle and high school 
students biked 28,257 miles, took 9,783 round-trip bicy-
cle rides to school, burned 480,369 calories, prevented 
31,083 pounds of carbon dioxide emissions, and saved 
their parents $4,964.78 in gasoline.

You only need to travel down Wolf Road to the center 
of town to see how many kids are biking to school in 

Bay Village – it’s incred-
ible to see the bike-lined 
fence outside the middle 
school. 

This year, the 
number of kids riding 
their bikes to Bay Middle 
School totaled 530 on 
Monday, May 5, the first 
day of the challenge, and 
573 on May 6. On May 7 
there was a rain storm, 
but the number of riders 
was still an impressive 
209 – roughly 25 percent 
of the school – according 
to Lawrence Kuh, a Bay 
Middle School teacher 
and one of the local event organizers. This compares 
to an average of 538 BMS students per day riding their 
bikes in 2013 – which is 66 percent of the school. Bay 
High School and Westerly Elementary School will partic-
ipate in the last week of the program, starting on May 19.

According to Kuh, the high level of student par-
ticipation makes this the No. 1 Bike 
to School Program in the U.S., and 
Bay Middle School is the leading 
school in terms of percentage of 
participation and sheer number of 
daily riders. Kuh attributes this to 
a number of factors, including the 
relatively flat topography and the 
proximity – no student needs to ride 
more than 2.5 miles.

There is also a lot of promotion 
and encouragement. Kuh reflects, 

“Now that the challenge has been running for seven 
years, new students come to the middle school actu-
ally looking forward to the program. There is a lot of 
excitement generated in the community through word 
of mouth. This is one of the largest community events 
in the city.”

The benefits of the program include the physical 
fitness proponent, community involvement and col-
laboration, and learning and promoting life skills. The 
students receive education on bike laws and bike safety. 
Kuh shares his love for the program, “There is an overall 
spirit of excitement in the school that is just palpable. 
After riding their bikes to school, the kids come in with 
smiles on their faces and give me high fives – it’s just 
awesome.” Kuh estimates that probably 25 percent of 
the BMS staff ride to the school, in spite of some longer 
distances to travel.

To kick off the event, the Thriller Stunt Team was 
hired to perform a BMX entertainment 
show in the parking lot at Bay Middle 
School on the Friday before the Chal-
lenge began. The Thriller Stunt Team is 
a local BMX stunt team with some of the 
top riders in the country, many whom are 
from northeast Ohio. 

Students get tickets for riding their 
bikes, and at the end of the Challenge, 
the tickets are entered into a raffle. Prizes 
include a trip to Cedar Point. According 
to Kuh, a new prize is being added this 
year called the “Biver Ray Ride” – 10 stu-
dents from Bay and 10 students from 
Rocky River will be treated to a bike ride 
in Cuyahoga Valley, a ride on the Scenic 
Railroad, and lunch at the Winking 
Lizard. These great prizes give the kids 
just another incentive to participate. 

Bay students’ enthusiasm 
makes Bike to School Month 
an award-winning program

the thriller stunt team performs BMx feats at Bay Middle school 
to kick off the Bike to school Challenge on May 2.

Bikes line the fencing at Bay Middle school on May 9. Principal sean 
Mcandrews said 75 percent of the students rode a bike to school on that day.
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by JessiCa BresLin

Cuyahoga County Public Library 
strives to provide a welcoming 
environment for community 

members to connect, share ideas and 
enhance the vitality of the neighbor-
hoods we serve. The Bay Village Branch 
is working to strengthen partnerships 
with the local business community and 
give merchants a chance to increase their 
visibility: highlighting their goods and 
services to our library customers.

The only standard for merchants 
to be eligible is that their business or 
franchise location be located within the 
limits of Bay Village. Monthly displays 
will be created using library materials 
that relate to the theme of that busi-
ness to generate excitement for the 
merchants and the library alike. We will 

be asking those businesses participat-
ing in the Merchant of the Month pro-
gram to donate item(s) for a monthly 
drawing to build the buzz around their 
business.

Interested businesses will be sched-
uled for a specific month and provided 
with a flyer to put up in their location 
that states that their business is the 
Merchant of the Month at the library 
and encourages customers to visit the 
library to sign up for the drawing.� We 
will be scheduling for the next year and 
have received enthusiastic feedback 
from local many local businesses!

Bob Howe from Bay Barber Shop 
was eager to participate and got the cov-
eted first Merchant of the Month display 
for this May. Bay Barber Shop has been 
in business since 1962, happily serving 
four generations of Westshore families, 

from first haircuts to senior citizens.
Bob generously donated two free 

haircuts and two ball caps for the May 
drawing! Stop into the Bay Village Branch 

Library to check out the Merchant of the 
Month! Interested business owners can 
call the library at 440-871-6392 or email 
jbreslin@cuyahogalibrary.org. 

800.707.8922   |  hospicewr.org

2014 Walk to RemembeR

Sunday, June 8
8:00 a.m. to Noon | Rain or Shine 
Cleveland metroparks Zoo
3900 Wildlife Way, Cleveland, Ohio

$20 for individuals | $60 for families
All Walk proceeds support seriously ill patients 
and their loved ones throughout Northern Ohio.

For more information, please contact 
bmurphy@hospicewr.org
216.383.3715

a fun, leisurely Walk through the Zoo

•		Full	day	admission	to	the	Zoo	and	Rainforest
•		2014	limited-edition	t-shirt
•		Complimentary	beverages	and	healthy	snacks
•		Entertainment	and	activities	for	all-ages

Presenting	Sponsor

Register online: 
hospicewr.org/walk

Bay Village Library announces Merchant of the Month program

Bay Library’s merchant of the month display for May features Bay Barber shop.

by BriDget DeMoniCa

Fifth-grade Girl Scout Junior Troop 293 has done 
what they can to spread kindness and love to 
homeless children. They donated a total of 132 

Easter baskets to several homeless shelters this past 
Easter. 

The girls decided to engage the community and 
help those less fortunate in order to earn their Bronze 
award. Their initial goal was to collect enough donations 
and make 40 Easter baskets. But with the generosity of 

the community at Saint Bernadette’s and Saint 
Richard’s, the girls were able to stuff 132 Easter 
baskets with candy, toys and treats. The baskets 
were distributed to the children at Laura’s Home, 
Genesis House, The Salvation Army Shelter and 
West Side Catholic Shelter. 

The Bronze Award is the highest award a Girl 
Scout can earn as a Junior. Each scout is required 
to have around 20 hours of service for the project. 
Several months of planning went into the project 
that the girls planned and ran. Their excitement 
was contagious as donations kept pouring in. 
The girls would like to extend their appreciation 
to the many people of both Saint Bernadette’s and 
St. Richard’s who donated items, the entire Saint Ber-
nadette’s school and staff for their endless support and 

help, and parents, siblings and Boy Scouts that helped 
stuff the baskets and made this idea such a success! 

Scout troop gives 
bunny aid

Westlake girl scout Junior troop 293 with the 132 
easter baskets they assembled and donated.
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Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com
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Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
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Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
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Change 
pays.

Talk to me about saving more 
than pocket change.
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Switch and save an average of 

1201245 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com $480*.

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2010 survey of new
policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Individualized 
Therapeutic 

Exercise
Offering service for all ages at our private studio in Rocky River 

as well as Westlake and Rocky River Recreation Centers. 
Call today for a free workout!

440.333.5395

Therapeutic Exercise
Weight Management

Strength & Conditioning

officialfitnesspro.com

official fitness Pro

OFP
Personal training Practice

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Providing nourishing meals and 
extended care and service to our 
neighbors experiencing cancer.

Volunteer or donate call: (440)348-9401
or visit: ourvillageproject.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2013 WBVO

440.363.5800
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake
www.parkeastgroupinc.com

Type:  Century  Goth ic

Achieve More. 
On Time. On Budget.
Take your company to the next level. 
Through our Consulting Services 
for Startups, Growing Businesses 

and Non-Profit Organizations.

• Accelerated Growth Plans 
• Situational Consulting
• Business Plans for Capital       
   Investments 
• Marketing and Financial Plans
• Crisis Management Plans
• Strategic Relationships with 
   Bankers and Angel Investors

The Con�dent 
Choice For 
In-Home 
Care.

 

 

 

Providing quality, a�ordable, non-medical
in-home care for seniors and other clients  
who need companionship and personal care.

firstlighthomecare.com

28025 Clemens Rd., Suite 4, Westlake
440-250-9733

Wednesday, May 14, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Annual Planting of Rose Hill Herb Garden
The Herb Guild Garden Club will hold their 
monthly meeting, followed by the guild’s annual 
spring event of re-opening up of the Rose Hill 
Herb Garden at Cahoon Park. Members will clean 
up the garden and plant new herbs in the existing 
beds for the community to enjoy throughout 
the spring/summer/fall for viewing and plant 
identification education.       
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Road

Wednesday, May 14, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Westlake Toastmasters Open House
Want to improve your public speaking skills? Join 
us to learn about the Westlake Toastmasters Club, 
which meets every Wednesday at Porter Library. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, May 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
How Cameras Work
Northeast Ohio Personal Computers welcomes 
Jayson Polansky, who will take us through an 
understanding of how our cameras work, whether 
you use a point-and-shoot, DSLR or smartphone. 
Bring your camera with you. Come at 6:30 p.m. for 
refreshments followed by the main program at 7 
p.m. This event is open to all. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, May 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Volunteer Night at Village Bicycle Co-op
Most Wednesdays are dedicated to helping 
volunteers get comfortable with our protocols 
as well as improve their all around knowledge of 
bicycles. It is a relaxed atmosphere and all level of 
mechanical knowledge is appreciated. This event 
is also scheduled for May 21 and 28, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Bay Community House, ground floor, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, May 15, 3-6 p.m.
(See description for additional dates)
Village Bicycle Cooperative Open Shop
A time when anyone can use the facilities to repair 
or maintain their bicycle with the assistance of a 
knowledgeable mechanic. Bikes and accessories are 
for sale during this time as well. Schedule: May 15, 
3-6 p.m.; May 16, 7-9 p.m.; May 17, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Bay Community House, ground floor, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Friday, May 16, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Strategies to Make Your Day Go Smoother
We will be developing in-home instruction tools 
for your child to have success in routines at home 

such as the morning routine, bedtime, mealtime, 
bathroom time, and preparing for a community 
outing such as a trip to the grocery store, birthday 
parties and play dates. The session will target 
toddlers, preschoolers and elementary students.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Friday, May 16, 1-4 p.m.
LifeShare Blood Drive
Please give the gift of life by supporting and 
donating during our Spring blood drive. 
Bradley Bay Health Center, 605 Bradley Rd.

Saturday, May 17, 8:20-10:20 a.m.
Folks and Spokes Yoga Ride
A 30-minute yoga stretch beginning around 8:20 
a.m., followed by a 10-12 mile moderately paced 
bike ride that will conclude by 10:15 a.m. Riders 
should expect to share the road with motorists and 
must sign a waiver and wear a helmet. Please bring 
a yoga mat and $5 for the yoga instruction. Pre-
register by emailing jennifer@villagebicycle.com 
prior to the event, or drop in the day of the ride. 
Bay Community House, ground floor, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Saturday, May 17, 9-10 a.m.
Walk to Wellness: Atypical Signs and 
Symptoms of Stroke
Join St. John Medical Center physicians and health 
experts as they “walk and talk” about different 
healthy living topics. Walkers will meet at 9 a.m. on 
the patio and we will walk the hospital’s beautiful 
campus track. In the event of inclement weather, 
we will meet in the cafeteria and walk inside the 
hospital. Please RSVP, 877-597-6348.
St. John Medical Center, 29000 Center Ridge Rd., 
Westlake

Sunday, May 18, 3 p.m.
Free Spring Pops Concert
The free concert Movie Music Extravaganza will 
be presented by the Chancel Choir of the Church 
of the Redeemer United Church of Christ in the 
church sanctuary. Solo and group performances 
will feature songs from the movies “Ghost,” “The 
Rose,” “The Jazz Singer,” “Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” 
“Titanic” and more. A reception will follow the 
program. For more information, call 440-331-0834.
Church of the Redeemer, 23500 Center Ridge Rd., 
Westlake

Monday, May 19, 11:30 a.m.
Rock Gardens and Succulents
Whether called alpine gardens, fairy gardens or 

rock gardens, small elevated pocket gardens in 
the landscape planted with dwarf perennials and 
shrubs and succulent plants can be a great way to 
showcase unusual plants. Garrett Ormiston of the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History will be the 
guest speaker. Luncheon will be served at 11:30. 
There is a $5 fee for guests. Please RSVP by calling 
440-871-8578 or at bayvillagegardenclub.com.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Wednesday, May 21, 11 a.m.
Westlake Garden Club Meeting
Lunch is served at noon. The program, “Planting 
For The Birds,” will be presented by James McCarty, 
columnist for the Plain Dealer. Program will be at 
1 p.m. Everyone is invited, at no charge. For more 
information call 440-892-1861.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, May 21, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
OGS, Cuyahoga West Chapter Meeting
Tom Cirincione, president and co-founder of The 
Cleveland Italian Ancestry Organization, will speak 
about how to search for your Italian ancestors. The 
public is invited, at no cost. Program starts at 7 p.m. 
Social time, with refreshments, from 6:30-7 p.m.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, May 21, 7-9 p.m.
Female Empowerment Workshop
Entrepreneurship is more than starting a business, 
it is a mindset that changes your life. This free, 
interactive workshop covers the 5 elements of an 
entrepreneurial mindset and the ways women can 
integrate it into their lives for more influential living.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Thursday, May 22, 5:30-8 p.m.
Folks and Spokes Ride
At 5:30 there will be a “Meet and Greet “ with 
Village Bicycle Cooperative members, followed by a 
casual neighborhood ride of 15-20 miles, on some 
roads we do not often traverse. Afterwards, those 
interested are invited to continue the camaraderie 
at Don Ramon’s Mexican Restaurant in Westlake.
Bay Community House, ground floor, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, May 22, 6-8 p.m.
Girls Empowerment Workshop
This free workshop breaks down the 4 keys to 
being a change-maker. We will have activities 
and interactive discussions that help girls, ages 
12-18, identify how they can make a difference. 
Each girl will leave with a personal assessment and 

knowledge of how she can change the world.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Saturday, May 24, 9-10 a.m.
Walk to Wellness: Managing Caregivers Stress
Join St. John Medical Center physicians and health 
experts as they “walk and talk” about different 
healthy living topics. Walkers will meet at 9 a.m. on 
the patio and we will walk the hospital’s beautiful 
campus track. In the event of inclement weather, 
we will meet in the cafeteria and walk inside the 
hospital. Please RSVP, 877-597-6348.
St. John Medical Center, 29000 Center Ridge Rd., 
Westlake

Saturday, May 24, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Spring Green Garden Show
A free, family-friendly event including exhibitors 
with “green” products, a silent auction,  kids crafts, 
plant sales, and light refreshments. Come out to 
support the Bay Village Green Team and enjoy the 
beauty of the community garden!
Bay Community Garden, corner of Wolf and 
Forestview roads

Monday, May 26, 8:45 a.m.
Bay Village Memorial Day Parade
At 8 a.m., parade participants will assemble in 
Huntington Park and at 8:45 a.m. will march to 
Lakeside Cemetery. The parade continues down 
Lake Road at 9 a.m., finishing in Cahoon Park for 
ceremonies at 9:45 a.m.
Lake Road, Huntington Park to Cahoon Park

Monday, May 26, 10 a.m.
Westlake Memorial Day Parade and Services
The parade travels down Hilliard Boulevard from 
Westlake Christian Church to in Clague Park, where 
the memorial services honoring those civilians and 
military who sacrificed so much to protect and 
keep this country free take place. 
Hilliard Boulevard, Westlake Christian Church to 
Clague Park

Monday, May 26, 10:30 a.m.
Village Foundation Bronze Plaque Ceremony 
The annual ceremony to dedicate bronze plaques 
will honor the John Harknett Family memorialize 
the life of John Matyas. The Foundation will also 
announce the winners of 3 scholarships and will 
award community grants during the program. 
Cahoon Park, north of Lake Road


